LABORS AND EXPERIENCE, ETC.

families go uncared for? No. This is not
necessary, that is the other extreme. I
have no right to have a family and ne-
glect them; but on the other hand I am
under obligation to look after them, to
treat them properly and give them every
advantage in my power. When I became
a father I took upon myself that respon-
sibility, and it is a serious one, that is,
I should educate my children and train
them up in a proper manner, and see
that they do not go hungry or naked.
But I have another duty, a duty that
reaches out beyond the family circle, a
duty I owe to my fellow creatures. It
is my duty to use my surplus strength
and surplus means for their good, to en-
deavor to make them better for my ex-
istence; because I have been born that
the earth will be better for it, that men
and women will be better because I have
lived. And it should be that the world
will be better, because this Church has
been organized, that the world will be
better for our existence as an organiza-
tion. And it should be the aim of ev-
ery man in this Church, of every Bishop
and every President of Stake and every
Counselor and officer of whatever name
or calling; it should be his aim to la-
bor for the salvation of the people. And
the Apostles above all, it devolves upon
us, it is the covenant, as I have said, of
the priesthood we have received; and it
rests upon us, and it requires us to la-
bor to combine and unite the interests
of this people. And we beseech you, in
Christ's stead, brethren and sisters, be
ye united, put away bickerings, put away
strifes, put away all those causes of di-
vision whether they are real or imagi-
nary, and be united as a people, and I tell
you in the name of Jesus, as one of his
Apostles if you do this, the heavens will
be open to you and the blessings of God
will descend upon you, in your basket
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and in your store, in your fields and in
your flocks, and herds, in your wives and
children, in your husbands, in your fa-
thers and mothers, in your brothers and
sisters and all your organizations; the
blessings of God will descend, like the
dew distilled from heaven, and rest upon
you, and all that bless you will imbibe
and cherish the same spirit. Now, these
things are pressing upon us. We have
everything against us, the whole world
it may be said, are ready to pass judg-
ment upon us; but yet there are many
who oppose the work of God who do so
because they have not understood it, and
such people, many of them will yet be
gathered in and numbered among us.
This work is not for this little handful
of people, it is for the whole earth and
all the inhabitants thereof and the day
will come when the lessons taught by
the Latter-day Saints will be approved
by those who are not Latter-day Saints.
When the good government maintained
in the midst of the people of God will be
copied after, and we will be looked to as
exemplary.

I pray God to bless you, to pour
out his Spirit upon this Conference and
upon all who shall speak and all who
shall hear and all who are kept away
from the Conference that the same spirit
may run through every heart; for I tell
you, my brethren and sisters, it is in
vain we labor, unless God is with us,
in vain we assemble unless his Spirit
is poured upon the people to make
them to comprehend and to soften their
hearts. It is a need greatly to be
desired that God's Spirit will descend
upon the Latter-day Saints. Oh, that
it might be poured out in power and
break and rend asunder the darkness
that beclouds our minds, that we may
see the things of God as they really are,
and sense fully the responsibilities we



