LABORS AND EXPERIENCE, ETC.

difficult it would be to make that prin-
ciple practical and operative. The lead-
ing men, then, have carried the whole
people upon their shoulders, so to speak;
if under those circumstances anything
has to be done it is to be done upon
their faith and influence alone. But
when you can get the thinking men and
women throughout our community to
understand and realize the importance
of the principle, the victory is won, the
work then is comparatively easy of ac-
complishment. And this has been a sub-
ject of congratulation to me in my feel-
ings, that notwithstanding the many er-
rors, notwithstanding the many failures,
notwithstanding the lack of success in
many directions, the principle of cooper-
ation, the principle of uniting ourselves
together in the United Order has been
reflected upon, has been cogitated and
discussed in all the circles of this people
and at their firesides, until it may be said
an understanding of it permeates the en-
tire mass of the people, as a people; and
there is scarcely an argument needed in
talking about it now to convince those
who are the most stubborn and reluc-
tant in giving adherence to the principle.
When you hear any opponent to the prin-
ciple express himself nowadays, it is in
this way: "It is an excellent principle, if
we could only carry it out properly.” The
principle is conceded, its correctness is
assented to; it only remains now for us
to carry it out properly, in order for us
to gain the confidence and the support of
those who are doubtful upon that point.
And I think this a great work accom-
plished. It seems to me that the Latter-
day Saints today are in this position:
"Tell us what to do and how to do it. You
leading men, tell us how we can operate,
how we can unite together. Devise the
plan, suggest how it can be carried out
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successfully, and we are on hand to carry
it out." I do not know from your ex-
pressions, whether I state your feelings
correctly or not on this point; but I
state that which I believe, that which I
am impressed with in connection with
my brethren and sisters, wherever I
meet them, and whenever this subject or
topic comes up for discussion or mention.
There is one thing, brethren and sisters,
that must strike us all as being right and
proper; and that is to throw our efforts in
one channel, to make our influence felt
as an entire body and not as I have re-
marked, to divide ourselves and scatter
our influence so that it will be unfelt.

I have endeavored to describe to you
the influence we wield because of our
union in spiritual matters. The same
remark will apply exactly to our union
in temporal matters. Let this people
be united in temporal matters; let it be
known that we work together for one an-
other's good, that we labor, as a people to
benefit the whole and not the individual,
and that our influence is in this direc-
tion; and I tell you that the same influ-
ence, the same power, that wield now as
a spiritual organization will be felt in our
temporal affairs, in our financial affairs,
in all the affairs in fact which attract our
attention.

One great object we should aim to
reach, that we should aim to accomplish,
is to make ourselves independent in re-
gard to manufactures. We have had,
the last week, considerable conversation
with leading men from various parts of
this Territory concerning this principle
of cooperation. Notwithstanding some
differences of opinion upon some points,
upon this one point that I have endeav-
ored to set before you in my last few
sentences, there has been an unanim-
ity of feeling and opinion, that is of the
imperative necessity of our being united



