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told us that he created the earth out
of materials that previously existed; he
told us that these materials were eter-
nal in their nature, and of everlasting
duration. In what condition have these
materials been for the last, say millions
of ages—for instance, as many millions
of years as there are sands upon the
seashore? Have they been lying dor-
mant without any control of law? Were
there no electric principles or laws to
govern them, was there no heat con-
nected with them, or was there no latent
principle called light, neither a gravitat-
ing power in connection with these ma-
terials? I have no doubt in my own mind
but what there have been laws from all
eternity—or if you do not wish to call
them laws, call them forces, call them
powers, call them by any name which
may suit you—that have controlled these
materials; and then again these laws or
forces have also been under the control
of a wise, supreme intelligence from all
eternity to the present time. How many
organizations the materials of our earth
have undergone before they were orga-
nized according to the revelations given
to Moses, are not revealed. How many
worlds they had entered into prior to
that time; how many conditions existed
through the millions of ages of past du-
ration are nowhere revealed. A great
many learned men are beginning to see
that the materials of our globe have been
in existence, as they say, for millions of
ages. Some of them have made calcu-
lations in regard to how many millions
of years since such and such phenomena
took place, in regard to certain materi-
als of which our earth is composed; and
because they have discovered some of
these things, they have, in the weakness
and foolishness of their minds, began to
doubt the Mosaic history, concerning the
creation. I presume if I had never heard

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

of the Book of Mormon, or Doctrine and
Covenants, or the revelations of which
I am speaking, I suppose I should have
been probably an infidel, so far as re-
gards the religious sects; I could not have
believed them, if I had suffered my mind
to reflect. But when I come to learn and
understand that God has nowhere spo-
ken in all the revelations that he has
given, that he ever made so much as one
particle of this earth out of nothing; and
when I found that God has never hinted
or revealed any such thing; but, on the
contrary, that he organized the world out
of pre-existent materials that were eter-
nal in their nature, then I could reflect
back with our learned philosophers and
suffer my mind to go back just as far as
they dare go in their theories, and then
go back to all eternity beyond that which
they go, and say, these materials were
in organization, and say worlds were be-
ing organized, and different conditions
were taking place, and laws were being
given for all these vast ages of the past,
and still reconcile it with the revelations
God has given in these latter times. Sci-
ence and true religion never can possi-
bly contradict each other. There never
was any truth in science that would con-
tradict any principle of revelation that
God ever revealed to man. Why? Be-
cause true science is founded upon a true
understanding of the laws and forces of
nature. But who ordained from time
to time these laws of nature in connec-
tion with the universe as we now behold
them? It was the Lord whom we serve,
the great Supreme Ruler of the universe,
who organizes and disorganizes accord-
ing to his own will and pleasure. He
garnishes the heavens in his wisdom
and builds the vast superstructure of
the universe, as a very handiwork. He
brings into life and being new worlds



