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thousand years ago; that then the Lord
created the sun, moon and stars, they re-
ally think that that was the first time
from all the endless durations of past
eternity that there was any light. I mean
a great many ignorant people. But ac-
cording to the revelation given to Moses,
there was light before the foundations of
this world were laid, before God caused
darkness to come over this great deep;
after he created the heavens and the
earth, then God spake and said: Let
there be light; and there was light. And
as we are told, the evening and the morn-
ing was the first day. Why does it begin
with the evening and not with the morn-
ing? Because darkness reigned, the Lord
having caused darkness to reign over the
whole face of the earth. How he did it,
in what way he produced it is not re-
vealed. At any rate, it is not said in the
book of Genesis that the sun was per-
mitted to shine forth, or that the moon
gave its light on the first day; but that
was something which was permitted to
take place on the fourth day instead of
on the first day. What then was it that
existed before darkness came over the
face of the deep? Was it sunshine? I
think not. It was that probably which is
connected with all creations in their first
formation—self-luminous matter. Dark-
ness was then made, but how we know
not; it might have been by causing the
light associated with those materials to
become latent in the substance—not per-
mitted to shine forth. How long this
darkness continued is not revealed. How
long it was before the Lord said again,
"Let there be light; and there was light,"
is not revealed.

Again, we find that the solid por-
tions of the earth were entirely cov-
ered with water, for the Lord com-
manded the waters to be gathered to-
gether to one place; and commanded the

dry land to appear. The dry land he
called earth; the gathering together of
the waters called he seas. How did he
do this? He may have done it by a direct
miracle, or he may have done it accord-
ing to certain laws which he controlled,
and which were always under his con-
trol. How easy it would be for him to take
this globe of ours that was entirely cov-
ered by water, and set it in motion, and
cause it to rotate upon its axis. Would
not this cause the waters to be gathered
together from the equatorial regions to
the two polar regions—the Arctic and the
Antarctic seas, and in the intermediate
regions, and thus leave the dry land in
the equatorial regions?

Then again how easy it would be for
him to compress the solid portions of the
earth at the poles and cause the same
to bulge out above the equator. Or in
other words, to do this also by law, by
causing the earth to turn more swiftly
than it does at the present time, which
would give a greater diameter through
the equator than at the poles.

There are many things in the new
translation besides the vision and reve-
lation in regard to the creation, written
by Joseph Smith, which are far greater
than anything contained in the Bible, or
in the Book of Mormon, or in the Doc-
trine and Covenants. I bring up these
things in order to show you that God has
fulfilled his promises to the present time,
by giving us greater knowledge concern-
ing the creation of our globe.

The Prophet Joseph Smith revealed
to us that all the materials of our globe,
and all the materials of the universe, are
eternal in their nature, that their sub-
stance is eternal, not created out of noth-
ing, according to the vagaries and foolish
ideas of the religious world. The Lord


