THE BOOK OF MORMON, ETC.

who should read this record and not
perform the things that are contained
therein; the promise is not extended to
them. "Whoso receiveth this record,"
that is, receives the Gospel therein con-
tained, will assuredly believe in Christ;
will assuredly repent of his sins; will as-
suredly be baptized for the remission of
his sins; and will assuredly be confirmed
by the laying on of hands for the re-
ception of the Holy Ghost. No man or
woman that fails to comply with these
things that I have named—believes and
receives the record; they may pretend to
believe the record, they may say it ap-
pears to be a very good record, and it
speaks as if it might be true; but un-
less they do receive it, by obeying its or-
dinances, and its institutions, and com-
plying with the principles of the Gospel,
they would not be entitled to the promise
recorded in the words of my text, "They
shall know of greater things than these."
I would ask, if the Latter-day Saints
know of anything, greater than that
which is contained in the Book of Mor-
mon. What a wonderful thing the Book
of Mormon is, to be brought forth by
an angel sent from heaven to be trans-
lated from the ancient languages of this
country into our English language, to
have the Urim and Thummim given to
the translator by which the words were
translated. What a great and wonder-
ful thing the Book of Mormon is so far as
its prophecies are concerned, so far as its
history and its doctrine are concerned,;
and so far as its predictions of those
things which are immediately in the fu-
ture are concerned, what a great bene-
fit it has been to us Latter-day Saints to
read our own history before it comes to
pass.

I might take up a whole discourse
in showing how the Book of Mormon
has been fulfilled since it has been
translated up to the present time, in
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the bringing forth of the Gospel from
among the Gentiles. The persecutions
that they should endure are predicted
in the Book of Mormon. It is a great
thing, it is a wonderful thing. In fact
it is just what Isaiah said it would be
in prophesying of the Book; he said it
should be a marvelous work and a won-
der. But the people who should re-
ceive this record should know of greater
things. What greater things have we
learned? We might have searched the
Book of Mormon from beginning to end,
and we never could have learned the per-
fect organization of the Kingdom of God
upon the earth, such as we now find it
in the midst of this people. We might
have read in the Book of Mormon about
the Melchizedek priesthood, as it existed
among the Nephites; we might have read
of the Aaronic priesthood such as also
existed in this land; and we might, too,
have read about the first principles of
the Gospel and about Twelve Apostles
chosen among the ancient Nephites; but
do we read of the manner in which the
Nephites were organized after they were
baptized and received the Holy Ghost?
No. Why? Because the Lord saw proper
to withhold this from us, deeming it
proper to reveal it through the patri-
arch Joseph, whom he would raise up,
as something greater than the Book of
Mormon should contain; showing that
there were to be Twelve Apostles in our
day. Did the Book of Mormon inform us
that we were to have Twelve Apostles?
No. The Lord therefore gave greater
things to this people who believed the
record that had come unto us, by re-
vealing directly that we were to have
raised up in this dispensation twelve
men, called Apostles, and that they
should go forth and preach his Gospel,
first to the Gentile nations, and, when
the times of the Gentiles should be ful-



