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us, ever ready to cast doubt into the
minds of the honest; while their chil-
dren, as a general thing, become like
unto them—distrustful, disobedient, and
in time alienated from God. There is only
one way by which we can ensure eter-
nal life, and that is by abiding by all the
counsels of God, seeking to cherish in our
hearts the quiet, peaceable influences of
the Holy Spirit, which will grow within
us until we become fully developed, per-
fect men and women, in the likeness and
stature of the Lord Jesus. And our chil-
dren will also partake of this influence.
Will they all do so? They will, unless
they are inclined to be willfully wicked,
or we neglect to afford them such care
and attention as is due to them.

We know it is essential we should
be faithful in all things: pay our
tithes and offerings, and let children
be witnesses of our faithfulness to God
and His kingdom, and although they
may wander for a season from the
true path, their hearts will warm to-
wards us in days to come, and they
will remember the examples and pre-

cepts of their fathers and mothers, and
they will say, I will return to the God
of my fathers, the communion of whose
spirit I enjoyed in childhood before I
knew sin. And they will repent of their
folly, and like the Prodigal Son of the
Scriptures, they will learn to appreciate
the good by the things they suffer. Let us
not be filled with jealousies, and vanities
and strifes. Let us cherish in our hearts
the peaceful influences of God; they will
lead us to be good fathers, good hus-
bands, to be good sons and good daugh-
ters, and to be good wives and mothers;
and the blessings of the Almighty will
rest upon us, and peace will flow unto us,
and prosperity will attend us, and our
children will inherit these blessings af-
ter us. And when the days of calamity
and the justice of God overhangs the na-
tions, our children will be found with oil
in their lamps, prepared for the coming
of the Savior.

May God help us so to live that this
may be our happy lot, is my prayer, in
the name of Jesus. Amen.


