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they say in their hearts, "Surely, father
must have lost faith, for he does not prac-
tice what he once professed."”

As I have said, we have left our
homes; for what? To be taught, to be
instructed by the servants of the Lord,
in other words, to do the will of God,
and not of man. And the Lord's man-
ner of instruction is to give line upon
line, precept upon precept, here a little
and there a little, until we become per-
fect in the knowledge of his laws. Under
these circumstances we will not refuse to
go and proclaim the Gospel to the world
of mankind, without purse or scrip; we
will not refuse to contribute of our sub-
stance to build temples to His name, nei-
ther will we reject any of the counsels
of the Almighty. Are we not to have
the full liberty of our agency? Yes; and
we are to be responsible for our con-
duct, just as much as Moses was when
he undertook to rescue his brethren from
bondage. There is a danger of becoming
fainthearted. You remember what Je-
sus said: "As the days of Noah were, so
shall also the coming of the Son of man
be. For as in the days that were before
the flood they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until
the day that Noah entered into the ark,
And knew not until the flood came, and
took them all away; so shall also the
coming of the Son of man be." How is
it today? Only a few consult the Spirit.
Has he not likewise said, the kingdom
of heaven shall be likened unto ten vir-
gins, five of them wise and five foolish.
Has he not said the kingdom of heaven
is like unto a net which is cast into the
sea, it gathers of all kinds of fishes, and
that when the net is brought to shore, a
separation takes place? I would ask if it
is difficult for Latter-day Saints to per-

ceive that a separation must sooner or
later take place among us? This work
in which we are engaged is the kingdom
of God, and those who are found keep-
ing the commandments of God will be
possessed of His Holy Spirit, they will
know the voice of the good shepherd, and
the place where they have been fed, and
them he will separate from the ungodly,
the disobedient and the wicked even as
a shepherd divideth the sheep from the
goats. The Holy Spirit is given to men,
who have rendered obedience to the re-
quirements of the Gospel, to enable them
to comprehend the will of the Father,
or that they may know the voice of the
true shepherd; and it is only by con-
stant watching, living the lives of pu-
rity and uprightness and carefully es-
chewing evil, that we can retain it in
our hearts, as our guide and revelator,
after we have received in the way pre-
scribed. Peter was enabled to say, in an-
swer to a question put to him by the Sav-
ior, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
living God." It was by virtue of the Spirit
of God which he possessed, that he was
enabled to say this, nothing but it could
reveal that knowledge to him. And it
was against this Spirit he said the gates
of hell should not prevail; and it is this
same Spirit, that enabled Peter to say
that Jesus was the Christ, enables us to
declare that these men who preside over
us are His Apostles, servants of the liv-
ing God. But let a man, possessing this
Holy Ghost, indulge in drinking, profane
the name of Deity, or violate in any way
his covenants, will he then enjoy its light
and influence? No; the Spirit of the Lord
dwells not in the tabernacles of such
men. What is their condition? They may
be found in groups and on street corners,
idling away their time, and assailing the
characters of those God has called to lead



