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give their notes for the money; and the
consequence was they would return with
a load of debt upon their shoulders. The
Council have considered this matter, and
decided to cancel such indebtedness; it
amounted to some $50,000; and then
we contrived with Brother Staines and
the Presidency in Liverpool, to try to
make such arrangements that when our
brethren returned home from missions,
they shall come free. How do you feel?
All who are in favor say aye. [The congre-
gation said aye.] We do not want Elders
to feel pressed down or embarrassed,
but, if possible, to be relieved; and we
are aiming to accomplish this. And when
they are away, it is not proper that they
should feel worried and concerned about
their families at home; and therefore we
will call upon our brethren here who pre-
side, to see that the families of the mis-
sionaries are looked after, that they may
not suffer. I hear men sometimes pray
God to bless and provide for the families
of those on missions, and in their prayers
they are ever mindful of the poor. This
is all very well so far as it goes, but it
does not go very far. My feelings are,
never to ask the Lord to do anything I
would not do myself. If I were a woman—
but then I am not, you know, and I do
not know much about it; but if I were a
woman, the wife of one of our mission-
aries abroad, I would much rather have
a sack of flour, a little meat, some but-
ter and cheese, a little firewood or coal,
and a little cloth for myself and family,
than all the prayers you could offer up
for me. And if you want to see these
folks taken care of, you must see to it
yourselves. And you sisters of the Relief
Society, do not give your husbands any
rest until these families are all provided
for. And do not spare the Bishop if they
are not provided for but go after him and
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"ding" it into him; and perhaps by your
continued teasing and worrying him, he
may hearken to your prayers. And I will
risk it, if the sisters get after him.

Now after making excuses of that
kind, we cannot excuse everybody. There
are lots of able-bodied men who, if they
could only have a little more faith in God,
and could realize the calamities that
are coming upon the earth, and the re-
sponsibilities of that priesthood that God
has conferred upon them, they would be
ready to break all barriers and say, Here
I am, send me; I wish to benefit the hu-
man family. If Jesus came to seek and
save those who are lost, let me be pos-
sessed of the same spirit. And if the
Twelve, the High Priests and the Sev-
enties, who are now aged, have done
these things, let me also do it; I am
willing to enter into the harness and do
all that God requires at my hands. I
tell you, my brethren, in the name of
God, that right among the nations of Eu-
rope, where many of you have come from,
there will be some of the bloodiest scenes
that you ever read of, and God expects
you to assist in warning the nations, and
in gathering out the honest in heart.
Then when you come back, having ac-
complished a good mission, you can say,
"My garments are clean from the blood
of this generation." Many of you cannot
say that now, therefore I wish to remind
you of these things, that you may reflect
upon them, and prepare yourselves for
the work that is before you.

Another thing that has been referred
to here—about our schools and educa-
tion. God expects Zion to become the
praise and glory of the whole earth; so
that kings, hearing of her fame, will
come and gaze upon her glory. God is
not niggardly in his feelings towards us.
He would as soon we all lived in palaces
as not; but he wants us to observe



