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late war. We have had enough talk
about these things; the only thing left
is to contrive in all our various settle-
ments, to introduce such things, gradu-
ally and according to circumstances, as
will subserve the interests of the peo-
ple and make them self-sustaining. And
then let the people throughout the Ter-
ritory do the same thing, and we shall
be progressing in the march of improve-
ment, and get, by and by, to what is
called the United Order. But I will tell
you one thing you can never do—unless
you can get the United Order in the
hearts of the people, you can never plant
it anywhere else; articles and constitu-
tions amount to very little; we must have
this law, which is the law of God, writ-
ten in our hearts. Many men associated
with these institutions do not act in good
faith. I have seen men unite with them,
thinking that they could get a very easy
living by preying upon the people who
were more confiding and honorable than
themselves. Will such men be blessed?
No, they will not but the curse of God
will rest upon them for trying to pervert
his purposes; and it would have been bet-
ter for them never to have entered into
such connections. These have been some
of my reflections in relation to these mat-
ters.

We have here Seventies and Elders.
I wish to talk a little upon some things
associated with their callings, for there
are a great many of them present to-
day. I suppose the great majority of
the brethren here are either Seventies,
High Priests, or Elders—three promi-
nent quorums in the church and king-
dom of God. Now then, what are we
called to do? What, for an instance,
is the duty of an Apostle? We used
to understand it to be our duty to go
to the ends of the earth and preach
the Gospel; and I may say we have

traveled hundreds of thousands of miles
to accomplish that object. But some of
us are getting whiteheaded. As I was
saying to one of my wives a little while
ago, Your head is getting a little grey, but
mine is not (it is white). And it is so with
many of the Twelve; they have got past
that some time ago. But the Twelve went
out, and were always ready to go out, and
are today if required. And I will say of
my brethren who are around me, I do not
know of a better set of men in existence,
nor could I tell where they can be found.
I will bear this testimony concerning my
brethren of the Twelve. They are ready
to do what God requires of them at any
time. Now, we have had a great many
honorable men among our Seventies, our
High Priests and Elders, who have gone
forth with alacrity, as have the Twelve,
filled with the spirit and power of their
calling, feeling to rejoice all the day long,
and sing, hallelujah, the Lord is our God;
they have been the means of gathering
the House of Israel, as they are today in
these mountains. Shall they have credit
among Israel? Yes, and so will they
have credit before God and the holy an-
gels. But the Presidency, or the Twelve,
or the Seventies, or the High Priests,
or the Elders, never could have done it,
unless God had been with them. They
went forth in the name of God, bearing
precious seed; and they returned again
rejoicing, bringing many sheaves with
them. And God will hold all such men
in honorable remembrance in time and
through all eternity. But a great many
are getting like myself, they are getting
old; and we cannot expect them always
to be going. But then, they have a lot
of boys growing up, and we expect the
boys to step forward and take the place of
their fathers, and try to do something in


