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the laws of life.

We talk sometimes about the thing
we call the kingdom of God. Now, if
it is the kingdom of God, it is not the
kingdom of man; it is not our kingdom
only so far as we are subject to its laws,
which are the laws of God. We have
made attempts lately, under the direc-
tion of our venerable and respected Pres-
ident Young, who has left us and gone be-
hind the veil, to organize the church of
God, and this organization has spread,
more or less, through the Territory. But
it is a good deal with us as it was with
the boy in Salt Lake City. A stranger,
walking along, said, "Boy, are you a Mor-
mon?" The boy answered: "No, sir, I am
not, but dad is." "Oh, he is?" "Yes, sir;
but he does not potter much at it." It
is a good deal so with many of us. We
have our individual affairs and our own
operations, which occupy our attention,
and we have little time to attend to the
things of God. We have an organization
of our priesthood; we have our stakes or-
ganized with President, with High Coun-
cil, with Bishops and their Counselors,
and Priests, Teachers and Deacons; and
we have our Seventies' Quorums, our
High Priests' Quorums, and our Elders'
Quorums; all of which are in accordance
with the order that exists in heaven. But
how little many of us think of this. Yet
we are doing pretty well, as has been re-
marked here. I have no feeling of com-
plaint in my mind about the doings of the
people generally. I think that you have
manifested a zeal, liberality and gen-
erosity in the building of this house, that
is praiseworthy and commendable; and
I think you have manifested the same
in the progress that is exhibited in the
building of your temple here. But these
are only very small parts of the duties
of this priesthood which we have taken

upon us; very little parts indeed. How
many of our Bishops are there who do
not comprehend really and truly that
they hold their priesthood from God?
That they administer in the cities of
Zion, or ought to, by virtue of that priest-
hood; and therefore ought to be fathers
over the people over whom they preside,
having self and its interest in abeyance,
laboring as good shepherds in the in-
terests of their flocks, and thus operat-
ing in it according to their ability; but a
great many do not comprehend the posi-
tion of things in relation to these mat-
ters. If a man is appointed a Bishop,
is it that he may aggrandize himself?
No. Is it that through his position he
may monopolize certain interests? No.
It is expected of him that he will oper-
ate in the interest of the church of God,
and more especially in the interests of
the community over whom he presides.
That is the way I understand this mat-
ter; and these are some leading features,
by which a Bishop ought to be governed.
And in our Bishop's Courts, when cases
are brought before them, they ought to
be as free from partiality in their judg-
ments as the Gods in the Eternal worlds
are, and feel to administer justice and
righteousness, and seek for the Spirit of
God to actuate and govern them in all
of their decisions. And the same spirit
and feeling ought to actuate in the High
Council. They are making a record of
which there is a record kept in heaven;
and so are the Bishops. And when you
are administering in any of these offices,
God will hold you to an account, and
the priesthood on the earth will hold you
to an account; and you are now writ-
ing a history in indelible characters that
never can be erased. If for every word
and secret act all men shall be brought
to judgment, how much more will the
public acts of public men be brought


