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to gratify lust. Such persons, if reason-
ably honest, are soon made to reflect and
to modify their views by asking them a
few questions. A prominent gentleman
with whom I recently conversed, enter-
tained that opinion. I said to him, after
conversing a little while: Sir, you believe
the people of Utah are bad and licen-
tious, and that they degrade women by
their system of plural marriage. Let me
ask you, if their purposes were only sen-
sual, have they any occasion in this day
to marry women? Could they not accom-
plish sensual ends much easier, cheaper,
and without creating any especial re-
mark by not marrying women and not
caring for and educating and legitima-
tizing their children? There are prac-
tices which prevail in society, and which
are not unpopular if a certain degree of
secrecy be observed which a licentious
people could avail themselves of, with-
out the trouble, care, expense and re-
sponsibility of marriage. What is the
crime of which the people of Utah are
accused? It is that of marrying women!
It is not that of seducing or debauch-
ing them. All the pains and penalties
inserted in bills before Congress for the
punishment of the "Mormon" people are
affixed to the marriage of women. This is
made a crime, and because of it, it is pro-
posed to punish men. Not one word of
condemnation, nor penalty of any char-
acter, is proposed for the seducer, or the
vile betrayer of female innocence; he is
to walk up to the polls and vote un-
challenged; but the man who marries
women, and maintains them honorably
and virtuously, sustaining family and
parental relations in all purity and sa-
credness, is to be disfranchised and vis-
ited with other pains and penalties! You
will perceive, therefore that the "Mor-
mon" people are either not a licentious

people or they are the most foolish in
the world. No one ever charges them
with a lack of shrewdness or prudence.
Such a charge would be utterly at vari-
ance with all their known characteris-
tics. If they were not a conscientious peo-
ple, with strong moral and religious con-
victions, they would not risk becoming
martyrs, as they do, for the sake of mar-
rying women, when, if they followed the
usual practice of the age, they could get
them without marrying.

He frankly acknowledged that what I
had said had given him a new view of the
case, and he admitted that if the grati-
fication of sensual desires were our ob-
ject, we could reach that without mar-
riage and without exciting any particu-
lar odium. The fact is, illicit connections
are winked at and overlooked by very
many people in the world while they are
kept from public knowledge; they only
excite scandal and unfavorable comment
when the parties to them are so unfortu-
nate as to become known.

A reply of Bro. Hooper and myself,
which we are credited as having made
to inquirers who were curious to know
respecting our domestic relations, is of-
ten quoted and created some amusement
in Washington City. Both of us have
doubtless made remarks similar to that
quoted; the reply, however, is not origi-
nal with us, but with Bro. Horace S. El-
dredge. Upon one occasion, while pur-
chasing machinery in the East, he called
upon a firm in Providence, Rhode Island,
to whom he brought a letter of introduc-
tion. One of the members of the firm,
after carrying him in his carriage to see
the various objects of interest in the city,
brought him back to his place of business
and introduced him to his partner. This
gentleman had a number of inquiries to
make respecting Utah and its people,
and soon learned that Bro. Eldredge


