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they are traceable directly to some cause.
I want to impress upon the minds of my
hearers that the cause of such evils it
not traceable to the practice of any principle which God has revealed touching
these matters, but to the nonobservance
of them; and this is true in relation to
every principle of the Gospel. Sometimes it is the fault of the man, sometimes of the woman, and oftener of both,
but never the fault of the principle. The
principle is correct, great, ennobling and
calculated to bring joy, satisfaction and
peace, if we would but observe and practice it as we should. But in order to
do this we must get wisdom and understanding. These, by many, are acquired
only through long experience. We begin
as children, we have to learn precept by
precept, line after line, here a little and
there a little, which is good, provided we
profit by that which we learn. Men must
be just, so also must women, in relation
to these matters. All must be just one
towards another; also forbearing and patient, cultivating largely that Christian
attribute called Charity, in order to get
along peaceably with our neighbors, our
brethren and sisters, as well as with our
wives, husbands and children. We are
all imperfect, we have to learn by littles
as we pass along, profiting ofttimes by
that which we suffer, yet often repeating
the same errors. When we find ourselves
overcome in a fault, that should be set
down as an example for future time, if
possible, never allowing ourselves to be
caught in the same predicament again.
Thus profiting by the experience we gain.
Some people have supposed that
the doctrine of plural marriage was
a sort of superfluity, or nonessential to the salvation or exaltation of
mankind.
In other words, some of
the Saints have said, and believe,

that a man with one wife, sealed to him
by the authority of the Priesthood for
time and eternity, will receive an exaltation as great and glorious, if he is faithful, as he possibly could with more than
one. I want here to enter my solemn
protest against this idea, for I know it
is false. There is no blessing promised
except upon conditions, and no blessing
can be obtained by mankind except by
faithful compliance with the conditions,
or law, upon which the same is promised.
The marriage of one woman to a man for
time and eternity by the sealing power,
according to the law of God, is a fulfillment of the celestial law of marriage in
part—and is good so far as it goes—and
so far as a man abides these conditions
of the law, he will receive his reward
therefore, and this reward, or blessing,
he could not obtain on any other grounds
or conditions. But this is only the beginning of the law, not the whole of it.
Therefore, whoever has imagined that he
could obtain the fullness of the blessings
pertaining to this celestial law, by complying with only a portion of its conditions, has deceived himself. He cannot do
it. When that principle was revealed to
the Prophet Joseph Smith, he very naturally shrank, in his feelings, from the responsibilities thereby imposed upon him;
foreseeing, as he did in part, the apparently insurmountable difficulties in the
way of establishing it, in the face of popular opinion, the traditions and customs of
many generations, the frowns, ridicule,
slander, opposition and persecution of
the world. Yes, this man of God, who
dared to meet the opposition of the whole
world with bold and fearless front, who
dared to dispute the religious authority and accumulated learning and wisdom of the age—who dared everything
for the truth, and shrank not even from

