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to him, have Abraham for their father;
and they, with him and the patriarchs,
will inherit the earth, when wickedness
ceases to exist.

It is then that the enmity of the
beasts of the field as well as that of all
flesh will cease; no more one beast of
prey devouring and feasting upon an-
other that is more harmless in its na-
ture; no more will this enmity be found
in the fish of the sea, or in the birds of the
air. This change will be wrought upon
all flesh when Jesus comes; not a change
to immortality, but a change sufficient to
alter the ferocious nature of beasts, birds
and fishes. In those days the lion will eat
straw like the ox; he will no more be the
terror of the forest, but will be perfectly
harmless, and gentleness will character-
ize all the wild and ferocious animals, as
well as the venomous serpents, so much
so that the little child might lead them
and play with them, and nothing should
hurt or destroy in all the holy mountain
of the Lord; all things becoming, in some
measure, as when they were first cre-
ated. For it will be remembered that ani-
mals did not devour one another until af-
ter the fall, neither was there any death,
until after the fall. What did they eat,
then? The Lord said, "To every beast of
the field, and to everything that creep-
eth upon the earth, wherein there is

life, I have given every green herb for
meat." The grass, and the herbs, and ev-
ery green thing were their food. And
Adam and Eve ate fruits and vegetables,
not animal flesh. The whole earth will
be restored; and man will be restored;
and not only upon man, but upon all
flesh the Spirit of God will be poured
out and they will eventually be restored
to all that was lost by the fall of our
first parents. Then the knowledge of God
will cover the whole earth, as the waters
cover the great deep. And then the an-
imal creation will manifest more intel-
ligence and more knowledge than they
do now, in their fallen condition. Indeed,
we have a declaration, by John the Rev-
elator, that when this time shall come,
they will even know how to praise God.
He says, "And every creature which is
in heaven, and on the earth, and under
the earth, and such as are in the sea,
and all that are in them, heard I say-
ing, Blessing, and honor, and glory, and
power, be unto him that sitteth upon the
throne, and unto the Lamb forever and
ever." What? The animal creation en-
dowed with language? Yes, a language of
praise, saying something concerning the
Lamb that was slain, and about his glory
and excellency. What a beautiful cre-
ation this will be when all these things
are fulfilled. Amen.


