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will be an entire change in the condi-
tion of the earth, and also in the con-
dition of the human family, the curses
of the fall will not be found in either,
and consequently there will be no more
mortality upon the new creation, nei-
ther sorrow, nor weeping; neither will
there be any more death; for the for-
mer things will have passed away, and
all things will become new. There will
be but one government, not several hun-
dred different forms of government, but
one form will prevail upon the new cre-
ation, inhabited by immortal beings. All
these changes are what the Latter-day
Saints are looking for. We do not read
these prophecies and then undertake to
change them, and tell our hearers that
they must be understood to mean some-
thing else, in some spiritual sense. We
do not tell them that this day of burn-
ing is a day in which wickedness is to be
cleansed from the earth by the purifying
influence of the Spirit of God, and that
all the people are to be converted, and
therefore, the earth will be inhabited by
none except the righteous; and that that
portion of the Scriptures referring to the
wicked becoming ashes under the feet
of the righteous, means something en-
tirely different from the literal reading,
and that their sins will all be consumed,
and that they will be righteous and will
all walk upon the new earth free from
sin. No, but when we speak of devour-
ing fire burning as an oven, we expect it
will be fire; we expect it will be intense
heat; and when he says it will consume
all the proud and all that do wickedly, we
do not expect there will be a wicked man
or woman left upon the whole earth; and
when it says there shall neither be root
nor branch left of them, we do not expect
there will be found a vestige of wicked-
ness in any corner of the earth however
remote; but that all will be consumed

and none but the righteous left.

Our modern Prophet, Joseph Smith,
when he delivered his prophecies, the
Lord spoke through him, and we do
not need any uninspired man to get up
and tell what the Lord meant, when He
spoke through him. For instance, our
Prophet spoke of this same day of burn-
ing; it is referred to by him in many
places in the Doctrine and Covenants,
which book I hold in my hand. Has the
Lord undertaken to spiritualize, in giv-
ing these new revelations? No; but he
has told us the facts in the case. For
instance, in one place speaking of the
Lord's coming, it says the wicked shall
be destroyed out of the earth, and that
the righteous shall be caught up, in the
same manner as the New Testament de-
scribes it. And then it speaks of the righ-
teous also coming down after the wicked
are destroyed. There is a promise made
to the Latter-day Saints as well as to
the former-day Saints. The Lord said,
in 1831, to the Prophet Joseph, in a
revelation given before a general confer-
ence, and written by a scribe in pres-
ence of the conference, that among other
great things that should take place, the
Saints should possess the earth for their
inheritance in this our day, and that
all wickedness should cease. I make
a promise, saith the Lord, and this is
my covenant with you, and your chil-
dren after you, that you shall have a
certain land that I will give unto you,
for an inheritance, and you shall pos-
sess it in time, while the earth shall
stand, and shall possess it again in eter-
nity, never more to pass away. If the
Latter-day Saints want to know where
this promise is found, let them read
the revelation given on the 2nd of Jan-
uary, 1831. It was a revelation given
when we were but a small people, before
there was any gathering of the Saints;
and in fact, when there were only a



