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There are scarcely any of the prophe-
cies but what this generation, as well as
some of the past generations, interpret
as meaning something altogether differ-
ent from the reading of them. They look
upon inspired men as saying one thing
and meaning another, and the only way
to ascertain what meaning they really
wish to convey is to get an uninspired
man to give some other meaning entirely
different from the literal construction of
the words of the inspired writer. There
are but few individuals, comparatively
speaking, among the nations of Chris-
tendom, who differ from the prevalent
belief, namely, that the Bible is a book
to be understood only by the learning
and wisdom of man, that the uninspired
preacher, who may be highly educated
after the manner of men, is a great deal
better qualified to interpret the things of
God, than he or they through whom they
were spoken. The Latter-day Saints,
who may have been similarly trained,
were more or less disposed to entertain
such views; but when they embraced
the everlasting Gospel, and received of
the Holy Ghost, even that Spirit by
which the Scriptures were written, they
were corrected in their judgments, and
learned that the word of God would all be
fulfilled, which have not already come to
pass, and that they are to be understood
in the same light, and in the same sense
as we would understand the writings
of uninspired individuals, when plainly
and clearly written upon any special sub-
ject. This is something that every ordi-
narily intelligent man, without any book
learning whatever, is abundantly able
to do, especially when simple language,
easy of comprehension, is used. For in-
stance, when we get letters and commu-
nications from our friends abroad, we

never think of putting a different con-
struction upon their sentences, and
claim that they did not mean what they
had written. When, therefore, the an-
cient Prophets predicted that "the day
cometh, that shall burn as an oven,"
and that "the proud, yea, and all that
do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the
day that cometh shall burn them up,
saith the Lord of Hosts, that it shall
leave them neither root nor branch'—
we must believe that the Prophet meant
precisely what he said. When we read
in the Book of Genesis about the rains
which fell from the heavens, causing a
flood of waters to deluge the earth, in
fulfillment of a certain warning message
which had previously been preached to
the people then living, by which they
were swept away and drowned, we must
believe that the inspired writer who
penned the words, described the event as
it occurred, so far at least as the gen-
eral facts are concerned, and that the
flood spoken of was a literal body of wa-
ter, and that it did prevail upon all por-
tions of the earth. I do not say that
the flood did prevail, at the same mo-
ment, upon all the face of the earth;
but before the floods abated, every part
of the solid portions of the earth that
were habitable, were covered by the wa-
ters. How this was accomplished is not
given by the inspired writer, but is left
for us to conjecture. The Lord has a
great many ways and means by which
he could bring about an event of this na-
ture. For instance, how easy it would
be to drown all the inhabitants of the
temperate and arctic regions, by just
merely stopping the earth from rotat-
ing on its axis. Unless there should
be another miracle performed to prevent
the waters that are heaped up around
the equatorial regions from flowing



