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results that are to flow from it have
scarcely begun to dawn upon our minds.
At least personally this is my feeling.
When I contemplate the immensity of
the field of labor that lies before us, the
evils and wrongs that have to be cor-
rected, as I believe, through the agency
of this people, as also the reforms that
have to be effected and to be carried out
successfully, it seems to me that as the
days roll around, I begrudge the passing
hours; I feel as though the days are en-
tirely too short, and that I should like to
live for a millennium to help those with
whom I am associated to bring to pass
the great, the important, the soul-saving
as well as body-redeeming plans that are
to be carried out in order to bring to pass
the designs of Providence in relation to
man and the earth.

Already the Latter-day Saints can see
that the leaven that has been planted
by the Gospel has been doing a grad-
ual work in effecting important changes.
It may be thought of a people confined
to these mountains, numbering no more
than we do, that our influence must
be necessarily very limited, and that
we can accomplish but very little. But
the ideas that have been propagated
by the Latter-day Saints, though they
have not converted as many to our faith
as they should have done, have had a
most wonderful influence upon the re-
ligious, the philosophic and the scien-
tific world. Ideas that men now believe
in and receive readily, Joseph Smith
was persecuted and denounced for pro-
claiming. And while there are mil-
lions who do not believe that he was
a Prophet of God, or that the prin-
ciples he taught were revealed from
God, there is no mistaking the fact that
his teachings, that the truths he ad-
vanced, and the ideas which he dissemi-

nated, have had a wonderful effect upon
the human mind throughout Christen-
dom. If those of you who have had ex-
perience in the world, who have arrived
at middle age, will let your minds revert
to the time when you first heard these
principles, and will compare the condi-
tion of human thought at that time with
the condition of human thought today,
I doubt not you will agree with me in
saying that, although men and women
have not become Latter-day Saints, nor
have the mass of mankind received the
religious truths in their entirety, as they
were taught by Joseph, and as they have
been taught by those who succeeded
him, yet there has been a very visible
and a marked advancement by men and
women all over the world wherever the
Elders of this Church have traveled. So
that it is not in the baptism of people,
it is not in the gathering of the people
together alone that we are accomplish-
ing great results; but it is in teaching
the world the principles that God has re-
vealed to us, and gradually indoctrinat-
ing the mind of mankind, to some ex-
tent at least, uplifting them from the
prejudices and the darkness and the ig-
norance in which they have been en-
shrouded to a higher plane, to breathe
a purer and a freer spirit of inquiry in
religious and scientific thought. Much,
however, remains to be done, and it de-
volves upon us, as a people, to discharge
our duty, each one of us, as though the
entire responsibility devolved upon us.
And herein, probably, there is as much
fault to be found with us as upon any
other point—a non-recognition by the
Latter-day Saints of the fact that God
holds us, each one of us, individually re-
sponsible; for there is assigned unto ev-
ery man and every woman an individ-
ual labor which he and she must per-


