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gination, have been healed in the same
manner, and by the same power, which
was the power of Almighty God mani-
fested through his servants. And these
first Elders of the Church were thus
enabled to convert to a knowledge of
our faith, multitudes of people who, like
themselves, could bear testimony to the
divinity and truthfulness of this latter-
day work, having received the convinc-
ing assurances of this Comforter, which
bears record of the things of the Father.
And in this manner this whole commu-
nity have received the knowledge they
testify of, and hence we become, to use a
Biblical term, a great cloud of witnesses,
whose testimony is in force to the whole
world, whether they receive it or reject
it.

I have now laid before you evidence
sufficient to excite the principle of faith
in your hearts, provided you have a
genuine desire to know of the doctrine
we teach, as to whether it be of God
or man. You have the testimony of
twelve men to begin with, besides the
testimony of scores of thousands of men
and women that have received the Holy
Ghost through obedience to the require-
ments of the Gospel, whose knowledge of
this latter-day work enables them also
to testify to the truth of it. And the
testimony of this people speaks as with
the voice of thunder to all nations and
tongues, to the effect that God has spo-
ken from the eternal worlds, and that
he has sent his angels again to earth to
commit to man the everlasting Gospel.
If so remarkable a testimony of twelve
men, together with the united testimony
of a community so large as we are, is
not sufficient to create faith in your
hearts that God has indeed commenced
his great and marvelous and strange
work and a wonder in our day, then what
would awaken up the people to a sense of

the fact? There can be no excuse for
those who hear and reject the testi-
mony and teaching of the Elders of this
Church, for the cry has been raised these
many years, and it cannot but have a
striking effect upon all honest-hearted
people, because of its singularity and
fairness, for the promise is, if you have
sufficient faith to call upon God and ask
him, you yourselves may obtain a testi-
mony, and you can receive that which su-
persedes faith or belief—you can know of
a surety that he has indeed visited the
earth again in these the last days by his
angels, and that Joseph Smith was and
is a Prophet of the living God, and that
the doctrines we teach are not of man but
of God; and they will prove the savor of
life to those who obey, and of death to
those who reject them.

Therefore as I said in the commence-
ment of my remarks, a marvelous thing
has occurred in the land! A wonder-
ful work has made its appearance! The
heavens no longer keep silent! Prophets
again are heard among the people! The
inspiration and power of the Holy Ghost
rests upon the servants of God, and his
power is made manifest among the var-
ious nations again, as in olden time, in
healing the sick, causing the lame to
walk, the blind to see, and the deaf to
hear, and in pouring out his Spirit upon
the children of men, as he did in former
dispensations of the world!

Is not this, then, sufficient to wake
up the honest-in-heart among the peo-
ple? If it is not, then I know of noth-
ing that is likely to do it. Will it be
by the fulfillment of the Prophets, that
have been spoken of by the former speak-
ers? When the hand of judgment shall be
laid upon the nations, and the fierceness
of his wrath be made manifest, wast-
ing away the disobedient and the wicked,


