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I will read, this afternoon, a few
verses of the revelation commencing on
page 345 of the new edition of the Book
of Doctrine and Covenants:

"1. Verily I say unto you who have as-
sembled together that you may learn my
will concerning the redemption of mine
afflicted people—

"2. Behold, I say unto you, were it
not for the transgressions of my people,
speaking concerning the church and not
individuals, they might have been re-
deemed even now.

"3. But behold, they have not learned
to be obedient to the things which I re-
quired at their hands, but are full of
all manner of evil, and do not impart of
their substance, as becometh saints, to
the poor and afflicted among them;

"4. And are not united according to
the union required by the law of the ce-
lestial kingdom;

"5. And Zion cannot be built up un-
less it is by the principles of the law of
the celestial kingdom; otherwise I can-
not receive her unto myself.

"6. And my people must needs be
chastened until they learn obedience, if
it must needs be, by the things which
they suffer."

I wish to remind my brethren
and sisters, in the first place, that
we are dependent for our informa-
tion and intelligence upon the Spirit
of God, which may be in us, if prop-
erly cultivated, a spirit of inspira-
tion, of revelation, to make manifest

clearly to our understanding the mind
and will of God, teaching our duties and
obligations, and what is required at our
hands. And, on occasions of this kind,
when we are assembled together to learn
the will of God, it is of importance that
we exercise faith, and have the spirit of
prayer, that the Lord will cause some-
thing to be said that will instruct, and
give us such information and knowledge
as will be of use and service in our daily
walk and under the circumstances that
surround us.

We need assistance. We are liable to
do that which will lead us into trouble
and darkness, and those things which
will not tend to our good, but with the as-
sistance of that comforter which the Lord
has promised his Saints, if we are care-
ful to listen to its whisperings, and un-
derstand the nature of its language, we
may avoid much trouble and serious dif-
ficulty.

We are told in these verses which I
have read, that the Saints in former days
were driven from the land of their pos-
sessions because they lacked that union
which was necessary for their safety and
salvation, and to preserve them upon
this land which the Lord designed to give


