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ized out of pre-existent and eternal ma-
terials; supposing they should behold the
solid earth gradually emerging from its
watery envelope, and becoming one land,
the waters gathered together into one
place—not into two places, not into dif-
ferent oceans, seas and lakes, but into
one place, leaving the dry land in one
place. Supposing they should still fur-
ther see by the power of the Holy Ghost,
this dry land, after a few thousand years,
separate into great continents, not by
long gradual phenomena, in the nature
of geological periods, but by the immedi-
ate power of the great Creator; suppos-
ing again, that the ocean should change
from its location, and land, in many
places, should be brought to light. Sup-
posing again, that they should behold
in vision, mountains sink, forming deep
valleys, and valleys rise up, forming
high mountains. Supposing again, that
they were to see many parts of these
continents sink, and lakes appear in
the sunken portions; and supposing too,
they were to behold great and impor-
tant changes, at different times, wrought
upon the dry land, and upon the parts
called ocean, changing places by degrees.

Now, a geologist would say that all
these things, and all these revolutions
were brought about by gradual and slow
changes; whereas the man of God, be-
ing taught by the Holy Ghost, would
say that these things were accomplished
in a comparatively short period of time.
Which of the two would be most correct,
the man who speculates from the little
he can find out from the surface exam-
ination of our little globe, or the man
who, by the power of the living God,
penetrates in vision, into the depths of
the earth, and also beholds those various
revolutions which have taken place upon

the surface of the earth?
Then again, when it comes to astro-

nomical phenomena, we are taught that
there are very slow climatic changes tak-
ing place, which occupy very long pe-
riods, during which, the northern and
southern hemispheres of our globe, are
alternately affected with extremes of
heat and cold. It is true, there are causes
of an astronomical character, which, if
permitted to act through immense peri-
ods, would necessarily produce alternate
extremes of temperature in the two po-
lar hemispheres. It is also true, that dif-
ferences of temperature in the two hemi-
spheres, would necessarily diminish the
polar ice in one, and increase it in the
other; thus there would necessarily re-
sult a continued change of sea level—a
change in the earth's center of gravity—
a rising of the ocean in the colder hemi-
sphere, a corresponding retirement of
the ocean in the warmer, giving rise to
glacial and interglacial periods of great
length.

But all these great phenomena could
also be brought about, in a few thousand
years, by simply and alternately chang-
ing the angle between the planes of the
earth's orbit and the equator. He who
formed the universe holds the regulating
key in his own hand. By his almighty
power it was organized; by his law it is
governed; by his good will and pleasure
it passes through great changes; by his
decree it will pass away and be renewed.
Which gives the most information, that
which comes from God, direct by the
power of his Spirit—revelation from
heaven—or that which comes from mere
speculation, based upon some uncertain
data, that may be correct, and that may
not be correct? I would say, give me the
privilege of being taught from on high,
give me the privilege of being taught by


