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righteous people, and a part of the time
wicked. And many Prophets existed
among the ancient colony, and they kept
their records, some upon metallic plates
and others upon other materials. There
was a Prophet at the time of the destruc-
tion of this first colony whose name was
Ether. He wrote an abridgment of the
Jaredites, also an account of their com-
ing to this land from the Tower of Ba-
bel; he wrote also concerning the cre-
ation of the world, and the doings of
the Lord from the beginning down to the
building of the great tower, this short
account was given on these twenty four
plates. And there is also given in the
"Book of Mormon," by Moroni, the man
who hid up the plates from which the
book was translated, a very short sketch
of the history of this first colony that
came from the tower, under the name of
the "Book of Ether." And in this Book
of Ether we find that they had some
thirty kings from the time they left Ba-
bel, and that they were finally destroyed
because of great wickedness, to fulfil
a prophecy and decree which the Lord
made when he was bringing them forth
to this land. The decree was that if
they or their descendants should fall into
wickedness and become fully ripened in
iniquity, that the Lord would utterly de-
stroy them, and bring forth another peo-
ple to possess the land in their stead. Ac-
cordingly these twenty-four plates men-
tion their overthrow, how they were de-
stroyed; also some mention is made of
their most eminent Prophets, and much
instruction is given in regard to the com-
ing to this land of this first colony, how
they were brought here by the Lord
from the tower, and how, in passing
through the valley called Nimrod, the
Lord himself went before their camp in
a cloud, teaching them and instruct-

ing, and leading them, the same as he af-
terwards led the children of Israel. And
he brought them to great waters, where
they were commanded of him to build
vessels, which they did, eight in number,
by which, under the particular care of
the Almighty, they were brought across
the great Pacific, as we now term it,
taking them three hundred and forty-
four days, and finally they landed upon
the western coast of North America, as
near as we can determine from this book,
in Mexico, south of the Gulf of Cali-
fornia. And that when the brother of
Jared was coming to this land the Lord
gave him some very remarkable visions,
and, among other things he gave him the
Urim and Thummim, prepared two crys-
tal stones in two rims of a bow, and sanc-
tified them, and showed to the brother
of Jared many marvelous things, some of
which I will read, for the instruction of
those who have not, perhaps, given their
attention to these matters.

I will read first how the Lord lighted
up the eight vessels in which the colony
from the tower came.

"Howbeit, ye cannot cross this great
deep save I prepare you against the
waves of the sea, and the winds which
have gone forth, and the floods which
shall come. Therefore what will ye that I
should prepare for you that ye may have
light when ye are swallowed up in the
depths of the sea?"

Their barges were so constructed that
they could dive under the waves and be
brought up again, and thus they were
driven by the force of the winds for 344
days.

"And it came to pass that the
brother of Jared, (now the number
of the vessels which had been pre-
pared was eight) went forth unto
the mount, which they called the
mount Shelem, because of its ex-


