
KING LIMHI'S ENQUIRY, ETC. 207

other words, they were to be left with-
out revelators, without prophets, with-
out an inspired king to rule over them,
all of which has been fulfilled for many
centuries in the dispersion of the de-
scendants of Jacob from their land of
promise, among the nations whitherso-
ever they are driven, without having any
king; they do not offer sacrifices as an-
ciently; they have no priest with the
breastplate of judgment, and Urim and
Thummim to inquire of the Lord.

It seems that the Lord manifested
himself to the people of this great west-
ern continent in a similar manner. Here
he raised up Prophets, and here they
were in possession of an instrument, al-
though not called strictly by the same
name, yet an instrument evidently de-
signed by the Almighty as a medium
of communication to his people. King
Mosiah, who lived some time after the
Israelites came to the American con-
tinent, some few centuries before the
first coming of Christ, he had this great
gift. Ammon, a servant of God, who
explained this gift to King Limhi, tells
us the nature of the gift. He in-
forms us that Mosiah had wherewith
he could look and interpret writing and
engraving of ancient date. It seems
that forty-three of the people of King
Limhi had been sent from the kingdom
where they resided, which was down
at, or near Ecuador, in South Amer-
ica, to search the land which they had
left some two or three generations be-
fore; and they lost their way in the
wilderness, and failed to find Zarahemla,
the land they were seeking, which was
in the northern part of South Amer-
ica. They passed by the land through
a wilderness country, and it appears
that they went into North America.
They found all the land which they ex-

plored covered with ruins of buildings
and cities, and they found the bones
of men and animals, and among other
things they found twenty-four plates
which were of pure gold, on which were
engravings, which they brought, among
other things, to King Limhi. He at that
time was a righteous man, as well as
most of his people, and they were ex-
ceedingly anxious to know the interpre-
tations of the engravings, believing that
they would give some account of the peo-
ple who had occupied the country where
they were found. They wanted to know
what had become of so great a people,
for evidently it appeared to them they
had been very numerous. And it was
for this purpose that Ammon was ques-
tioned. Ammon was a man who had been
sent up in the mean time from the north-
ern portions of South America, called
Zarahemla, and he informed King Limhi
that the King of Zarahemla had this high
gift from God, that he was a seer, and
could, by using the interpreters, inter-
pret ancient languages. Hence the re-
joicing of the king, because there was a
man who could give them the informa-
tion they were so anxious to find out.

Afterwards we have a history in
the "Book of Mormon," of the peo-
ple of King Limhi having been driven
out by some of the wicked portions
of the people. He came to the land
of Zarahemla, taking, with his colony,
these twenty-four plates, and asking
King Mosiah to translate them into the
Nephite language. He did so; and
they gave an account of a people—
who came from the tower of Babel, at
the time of the confusion of tongues;
that they landed upon this north coun-
try, called North America, and dwelt
here some sixteen or seventeen cen-
turies, and they were part of the time a


