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Latter-day Saints could with propriety
address themselves in like manner to the
world, but more especially to our own na-
tion. We have done many good things,
have tried to do no harm, have suffered
the spoilation of our goods without retal-
iation, have been driven from place to
place. Our Prophets and leaders have
been slain, and you still persecute us,
and are not satisfied. For which of the
good works we have done do ye these
things? I know they will say, "for your
good works we do not hate or persecute
you, but for your blasphemy, and because
you say you are the people of God." This
was about what the Jews said to Jesus,
but it did not change the fact that he
had told them the truth, or that he had
done the many good works among them
which he did, nor that it was for these
they hated and crucified him. What
did the Savior or his disciples do to in-
jure mankind? Nothing. But much to
benefit them; yet they were hated, per-
secuted, hunted and destroyed. What
have the Latter-day Saints done to in-
jure anybody? Absolutely nothing, but
a great deal to benefit humanity. I am
at the defiance of the world to prove to
the contrary. We have gathered our peo-
ple by thousands out of poverty and dis-
tress from many nations to these val-
leys where they are now enjoying good
homes, the sweets of liberty and plenty.
Aside from religion, that is an ines-
timable blessing to them. But we have
also taught them good principles and
doctrines, and they are happy, honest, in-
dustrious and prosperous.

We have labored diligently to ad-
vance in the scale of intelligence.
Our schools compare favorably with
any in our broad land; our children
are as intelligent, and we are the

pioneers of true and enlightened civiliza-
tion in the Western States and Terri-
tories. Through our industry and en-
terprise, cities, towns and villages have
sprung up in the wilderness, and the
deserts and waste places have been
made fruitful and to blossom as the rose.
Can there be any wrong in all this?
"But," says one, "it is not for this you are
persecuted, it is for your religion." What,
then, in the name of reason, is there
in our religion that we should be perse-
cuted for it? Is it because we believe in
the Lord Jesus Christ? The Christian
world also profess belief in him, and we
believe in him as much as they do and a
little more. Is it because we believe it is
necessary to repent of sin? Certainly we
have a right to do this. Is it because we
baptize for the remission of sin? Christ
commanded it, and laid it down as the
law. Then what can it be that so distin-
guishes us from the people of the world,
and that moves their hatred toward us?
Is it revelation from God to man? Per-
haps so.

Some forty years ago, the great cry
against Joseph Smith was "He believes
in revelation!" and this was considered a
crime. But very soon after, others who
were not "Mormons" commenced to have
"revelations," and seemingly the stream
has so enlarged that today the world is
full of "revelation." So our belief in rev-
elation is not now considered so much
of a crime as formerly, and therefore it
can be no longer the object of persecu-
tion, for we would have as good a right
to persecute them, as they would to per-
secute us on that score. We do not be-
lieve in these "revelations" of the world,
no more than they do in ours. We believe
them to be bogus, but we are quite wil-


