CONFERENCES, ETC.

to every right-minded man and woman,
to hear these reports. They are not un-
interesting nor dry to those who have
the welfare of Israel at heart, and are
watchful of the progress made among
us. We have been instructed by the
revelations of God to keep records of
our organizations and councils, of ev-
erything brought before the Priesthood
in their respective Quorums, of the at-
tendance of members, who are speak-
ers, what they say, and all things per-
taining to the business and general wel-
fare of the Quorums. Our various or-
ganizations should keep clerks, whose
duty it should be to record the acts of its
members, whether or not those members
are living up to their requirements, and
whether, instead of attending their meet-
ings, they are engaged in fishing, hunt-
ing, freighting, gold seeking, or anything
else that is contrary to what is expected
from them as laborers in the Church
and kingdom of God. It is the duty
of the Teachers to report to their Bish-
ops the relative standing of those under
their supervision—whether their houses
are houses of order—whether the wife is
good to the husband, and the husband
is good to his wife—whether the chil-
dren are obedient to their parents, and
whether the parents are training their
children in the way they should walk—
if there is strife where there should be
peace, if there are jealousy and dis-
cord where love and unity should exist—
whether the mother poisons the mind
of her daughter instead of teaching her
correct principles; in short—whether the
house is what it should be—a house of
God.

A Bishop should necessarily be a
man of sound judgment, full of the
Holy Ghost and capable of adjusting
matters in a manner that will work
the least injury possible and for the
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accomplishment of the greatest good.
There are matters of a delicate nature
which sometimes arise in families, and
which should be properly understood
by the Bishop and his Counsel before
heralding them abroad. It might not
be necessary to publish them among the
people to the detriment and injury of the
parties interested, but be considered in a
proper spirit and not reported in a gen-
eral sense, to the ward. At the same
time, nothing that may have a bear-
ing on the union and fellowship of the
Saints, should escape the notice of the
teachers; and no Bishop should ever be-
tray the confidence and trust imposed in
him through a knowledge of these ten-
der and delicate matters, but manifest
that fatherly love, tenderness and anx-
iety that parents feel for their offspring.

Sunday School Teachers also ought
not to exercise any undue severity and
harshness toward those under their care,
but should be actuated by feelings of ten-
derness and love. Every presiding officer
of a quorum should do likewise, and ev-
ery mother in her house should govern
her children in gentleness, and filial love
and kindness should be a part of their
nature.

The Holy Spirit will impress us with
these matters, and on the other hand,
the powers of evil will endeavor to in-
fluence us to act contrary to those im-
pressions, to give way to anger, jeal-
ousy and envy. This is warfare—it is
with ourselves, whether we conquer or
yield to our evil passions. In our fam-
ily circles, in our daily associations with
our wives, and children, friends and
neighbors, we should be actuated and
governed by feelings of tenderness and
love. We should strive to become per-
fect in every great and good work and
be examples worthy of imitation in our
home and before our neighbors. We



