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For without this no man can see the face
of God, even the Father, and live."

It is expected that these Presidents
of Stakes be full of the Holy Ghost and
the power of God, that they feel and re-
alize that they are the servants of Jeho-
vah, engaged in his work, and that he
will require at their hands an account of
their stewardships. It is necessary also
that the High Councils and the Bishops
act in the same way, together with the
High Priests, Seventies, Elders, and all
those of the Aaronic Priesthood, and that
all operate together in the fear of God,
for his eye is over you, and he expects
you to work righteousness and purge the
Church from iniquity, and teach the peo-
ple correct principles and lead them in
the paths of life. This is what God re-
quires at your hands.

Hence, while we are looking at these
things and are engaged in these orga-
nizations, there are other things neces-
sarily connected therewith. There has
been a feeling working gradually upon
the minds of the Saints that many could
not comprehend, nor tell where it came
from, and that is to build Temples. Pres-
ident Young, the Twelve and the peo-
ple generally have felt drawn out in
their feelings with an almost unaccount-
able desire for the accomplishment of
this object; and why? Can you tell me
the reason? It is very difficult some-
times to explain some of these mat-
ters to the human mind. You heard
this morning about Moses appearing in
the Temple at Kirtland, committing to
Joseph Smith the Keys of the Gath-
ering Dispensation, over which Moses
presided anciently, and over which he
presides today. Unless those keys had
been restored and you had partaken
of that influence and spirit, would you
have been here today? No, you would
not. When the Gospel went forth

among the people, after the appearing
of Moses in the Temple, and the com-
mitting of the Keys of the Gathering,
when you Latter-day Saints received the
Gospel of baptism for remission of sins
and the laying on of hands for the recep-
tion of the Holy Ghost, you also received
the spirit of the gathering. You Elders
before me today might have preached
until your tongues had cleaved to the
roof of your mouth, but if the Spirit of
God had not accompanied your admin-
istration in this regard, you could have
accomplished nothing of any worth. At
the time this messenger came, there ap-
peared another, even Elijah, whose mis-
sion was to turn the heart of the fa-
thers to the children, and the heart of
the children to their fathers, lest (says
the Lord) I come and smite the earth
with a curse. He committed these keys.
But before they were committed, what
was done in the Temple? Did we bap-
tize for the dead there? No, we did not.
Why? Because the keys were not given.
When they were given and afterwards
when the Temple was built in Nauvoo,
then that spirit accompanied it, and we
began to feel after our fathers behind
the veil, and they likewise began to feel
after their children. Brother Woodruff,
who has been ministering in the St.
George Temple, could relate to you if
he had the time, many things of great
importance, associated with these mat-
ters. Suffice it to say that the purposes
of God pertaining to the human family,
which he had in his mind before this
world rolled into existence, or the morn-
ing stars sang together for joy, all have
to be accomplished in the salvation of the
living and in the redemption of the dead.
These things you are acquainted with:
it is not necessary for me to talk much
upon these subjects. But I merely wish


