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usual among ancient Israel for the Lord
to speak, presenting his laws, ordi-
nances, and commandments to the peo-
ple, then they were presented to the peo-
ple, and then all the people said, "Amen."
Then it was the voice of God and the
voice of the people; or, in other words, the
voice of the people assenting to the voice
of God.

In relation to the duties devolving
upon the Twelve, in consequence of the
changes that have recently taken place,
I can say, in behalf of myself and my
brethren, that their full weight and re-
sponsibility are felt by us. Unless we
had the sanction of the people we would
be unwilling to assume them, and, were
it not that these things are plainly laid
down in the law of God, we would not
have accepted the situation that we find
ourselves placed in today. We feel now
that unless God is with us we can accom-
plish nothing that can in anywise be for
the welfare of Zion, or the building up of
his kingdom on the earth. Those are my
feelings, and those are the feelings of my
brethren. It is not with us as viewed by
the world generally, that there is some-
thing so very honorable in office, for we
have learned that in order that any of-
fice in the government of the Church
and kingdom might be made honorable,
the office itself must be honored, and
that, too, by faithfully complying with
the laws of God governing it. Then it is a
high honor conferred upon man from the
Lord, and the Twelve so appreciate it.
Whilst they thank you for the confidence
which you have manifested in them, at
the same time they feel to rely upon
God, and to ask that you will remem-
ber them before the throne of our heav-
enly Father in your prayers and daily
supplications, that we may be guided

by that wisdom and intelligence that
flows from above, for without the aid,
guidance, and direction of the Almighty,
we can do nothing acceptably to him.

I have said very little, very little in-
deed, since the death of our esteemed
President, Brigham Young. I have had
various reasons for that. One is, my
heart has felt sorrowful and pained, for
we have lost a man who stood promi-
nent in Israel for the last thirty-three
years, yes, for upwards of forty or forty-
five years. He is taken away, and all Is-
rael felt to mourn the event. This is one
reason why I have been so silent. An-
other is, a great many questions have
had to be decided, arrangements made
and investigations had, in regard to the
proper course to pursue pertaining to
these very important matters. Still an-
other reason is, I did not wish to put my-
self forward, nor have I, as the Twelve
here can bear me witness. [The Twelve
unanimously gave their assent.] I have
not had any more hand in these affairs
than any of the members of my Quo-
rum; but I am happy to say that in
all matters upon which we have deliber-
ated, we have been of one heart and one
mind. When brothers Pratt and Smith
returned from England, as you will have
learned from their published letter, their
sentiments were precisely the same as
ours, and also the Counselors of Presi-
dent Young, whom we esteem and honor
in their place, are also united with us.
We are glad to have them with us, as our
friends and associates, and Counselors
to the Twelve. I pray that the blessing
of God may rest upon them, and lead
them in the paths of life, and that they
with the Twelve may unite together as a
grand phalanx, not in our own individ-
ual interests, but in the interests of the


