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evidences and witnesses from the Book
of Mormon, from the Doctrine and
Covenants, and from the New Testa-
ment, concerning the future duties of the
servants of God, in the world to come.
In relation to the Twelve Jewish Apos-
tles, have they a First Presidency inde-
pendent of the Twelve, a separate body?
They have not. Why were there twelve
Apostles chosen instead of nine, or thir-
teen, or any other number? Why that
particular number? Because it so hap-
pened in the economy of the Most High,
that a certain servant of God had power
to prevail with him, and by four wives
he had power to beget twelve sons, and
the Lord ordained that through them
the twelve tribes should spring up in
the earth, and he would have regard for
them. He intended that they should not
only be organized as tribes in this life,
but also in the world to come. And in
order that all may have judges, twelve
were chosen to perform the work, instead
of any other number. Had these Twelve
Apostles, in ancient days, that had no
separate First Presidency, so far as we
have any record, power to preside over
the Church? They had. If they had no
power there was none upon the earth.

Again, these twelve men among the
Nephites, that were to sit in judgment,
had a great many successors, proba-
bly sixty or seventy in number. Had
these successors all equal power on this
earth? I think they had, so far as apos-
tleship, or discipleship was concerned,
they held equal power with those who
preceded them. But in the next world,
can these sixty or seventy successors
stand in the position of the first cho-
sen? No. So it is in regard to the
latter-day Apostles. In this Church
we have had ordained to the Coun-
cil of the Twelve Apostles, twenty-eight

persons. Six of the original Twelve Apos-
tles apostatized, and three of their suc-
cessors apostatized, making nine apos-
tates that once had hands laid upon
them, ordaining them to the Apostle-
ship. These apostates are mostly dead.
We cannot suppose that they can hold
an office in eternity which they have
forfeited. We are told to the con-
trary in the Doctrine and Covenants;
the Lord saying, through a revelation
given to the Prophet Joseph in Missouri,
that his servants John E. Page, Wilford
Woodruff and Willard Richards should
take the place of those who had apos-
tatized. And Oliver Cowdery, although
never one of the Twelve, had his place
filled up; and the keys and the glories
and the promises conferred upon and
made to Oliver Cowdery were taken from
him and bestowed upon brother Hyrum
Smith. But there are nineteen Apos-
tles that have not apostatized. Out of
this number there are seven dead and
twelve living. If the Lord, in the world to
come, should follow the examples given
in regard to the former Twelve, suppose
these nineteen should remain faithful
and obtain their crowns, yet there would
be only twelve, I think, that would be
placed in certain positions, the same as
the Twelve at Jerusalem, and the an-
cient Twelve on this American land. This
is something, however, not revealed, not
made manifest to any of us in the latter
days, what the future of the Twelve will
be, as it is in regard to the ancient ones
who have gone.

In the year 1829, the Lord told
David Whitmer and Oliver Cowdery to
search out the Twelve, and pointed
out how they should be known, etc.
In the same revelation he speaks of
their duties, and also informs them
how great was the trust and bless-
ing conferred upon them, if they prove


