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occupation of fishermen before they were
called to be Apostles, concluded they
would turn again to their former occu-
pation and go fishing. They tried it,
but the Lord did not bless them in their
labors. They toiled all night, but the
fish would not come, and they caught
nothing. In the morning a voice called
to them from the seaside, saying, "Chil-
dren, have ye any meat," and they an-
swered Him, "No." Now, said He, "Cast
your net over on the other side of the
ship." They cast their net on the other
side of the ship, straightway, and their
net was full of fish, so much so that
they could not bring it into the ship, and
they were under the necessity of row-
ing to shore and drawing the net after
them. But about this time, a thought
penetrated Peter's heart that this was
very much like the many deeds of Je-
sus; this was like one of Jesus' mira-
cles, and straightway he cast a look to-
ward the shore and exclaimed to his
brethren, "Truly it is the Lord." Then
his faith and hope revived, and such joy
filled his bosom that the impetuosity of
his nature led him to leave the ship; he
could not wait its progress to the shore
but plunged into the sea, to meet his
Lord. You remember what followed; Je-
sus knew they were hungry, and had
breakfast prepared for them; he did not
wait for their seine of fish to be brought
ashore and cooked, but when they ar-
rived he had it cooked, and the fish
ready, and he invited them to sit down
to breakfast with him. No one durst ask
him who he was for by this time, God had
opened their eyes and they knew him.
You remember the peaceful yet keen re-
buke administered to Peter on the oc-
casion, because he had forsaken the
injunctions that he had previously re-
ceived, and the commandment that had
been given unto him, and turned his at-

tention again to his fishing. After they
had filled themselves with the fish and
cakes, Jesus asked him: "Simon Peter,
son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than
these?" pointing to his fish. "Yea, Lord;
thou knowest I love thee." "Then feed
my lambs." Again the Lord says, "Si-
mon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?" "Yea,
Lord; thou knowest I love thee." "Then
feed my sheep." Again, the third time,
Jesus asked, "Simon Peter, lovest thou
me more than these?" Peter was grieved
because the Lord asked the same ques-
tion with renewed earnestness the third
time, as if he doubted his assurance, and
said, "Yea, Lord, thou knowest all things;
thou knowest I love thee." Jesus saith
unto him,"Feed my sheep. Now you have
tried your hand at fishing, Peter, and you
see that when the Lord was not with you,
you caught nothing. I called you from
your fishing in the beginning, and said
to you henceforth to leave your nets, and
I would make you fishers of men." This
reproof sufficed Peter the rest of his life.
We have no account of his ever wishing
to go fishing again, at least not to neglect
the flock of Christ.

In the epistle which Peter wrote to
his brethren in the latter end of his life,
he refers very delicately to that period
of his career, when as he says, in his
own words, "We buried our hope with
Christ, but thanks be unto God that it
is renewed again by the resurrection of
our Lord from the dead." The hope they
had cherished seemed to have been lost
when they buried him, but it was re-
newed again unto them by the resur-
rection of the Lord from the dead, and
by his ministrations among them dur-
ing a period of forty days after his resur-
rection, showing himself repeatedly and
giving them instruction, telling them,
at the same time, "not until I have de-


