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sisting of Twelve Councilors presided
over by the President of the Stake and
his two Counselors. There should also
be a High Priests' Quorum, with a Presi-
dent and two Counselors to preside over
all the High Priests in the Stake.

The Elders' Quorum should be com-
posed of ninety-six Elders, presided over
by a President and two Counselors, and
when more than ninety-six, other quo-
rums should be organized.

The Priests' Quorum should be com-
posed of forty-eight, presided over by a
Bishop. The Teachers' Quorum should
be composed of twenty-four, and the Dea-
cons of twelve, each with their respective
Presidents and Counselors. The Bishop
necessarily presides over the whole of
the lesser Priesthood in his Ward, and
they are under his special guidance and
direction, while he is presided over by
the Presidency of the Stake, and the
Presidents of the Stakes, in their turn
are presided over by the First Presidency
and the Twelve; thus all are amenable
to proper authority in their various or-
ganizations and there is no schism in the
body. All Bishops should be properly or-
dained with their Counselors, in order to
be qualified to act efficiently in their of-
fices, and to be qualified to sit as common
judges in Israel.

We have frequently heard that "Or-
der is heaven's first law." In no earthly
government is there so much order
evinced as in the Church and kingdom
of God, and for that we are indebted
to the revelations of God. The office of
the Priesthood is really to rule and gov-
ern in that government which is recog-
nized as the Lord's, whether it be in
heaven or on the earth. And as the
Lord has restored the everlasting Gospel
and the keys of the everlasting Priest-
hood which administers in time and

eternity, when we elect officers to fill po-
sitions in this Church we choose men
whose authority through their faithful-
ness will hold good not only on this earth,
but in the heavens, and not only now but
hereafter. And when these things are
carried out to their fullest extent, then
will "the will of God be done on earth, as
it is in heaven," and the meek will rejoice
in the administration of his rule.

If I had time I might refer to accounts
given of various men who stood at the
head of the Priesthood in the different
ages of the world, showing how it has
been handed down from one to another,
agreeably to the will of God, for the ac-
complishment of his purposes and the
benefit of the human family. He has
given unto us a very good and perfect or-
ganization; quite as perfect I think, and
I am prepared to say, as any organiza-
tion that ever existed upon the face of
the earth. And it is indeed reasonable
that such an organization should now ex-
ist, for we are living in what is called
the dispensation of the fullness of times;
and it embraces all other dispensations
that ever did exist on the earth. It em-
braces also all the powers and privileges,
rights, keys and Priesthoods ever known
to man.

In relation to organizations, there
has been a great deal of carelessness
exhibited in many instances; we have
failed to sense the importance of the se-
rious responsibilities that attaches itself
to this Priesthood, this delegated power
of heaven. We have found more or less
confusion among the churches wherever
we have gone; and hence the wisdom
manifested by the President in request-
ing a more perfect organization seems
the more to be appreciated, because of
the necessity that exists for improve-
ment. Says the Lord, "Without the or-
dinances thereof, and the authority of


