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certain peculiar circumstances; and in
order that we should derive their bene-
fit we are called upon to erect these sa-
cred edifices. These are ordinances all-
important in their nature that belong to
this life, they must be attended to here,
that we might be prepared to enter upon
the duties of the life to come.

There is one matter that has received
a great part of my attention particularly
of late, that is the conforming of my will
to the will of God, not only pertaining to
things spiritual but also to things tem-
poral associated with my everyday life.
And it appears to me that we as a peo-
ple have now reached that stage of the
latter-day work when this same question
is brought right home to the minds of
all who claim membership in the Church
and kingdom of God. There is one thing
he will require of us, that is to prove
by example as well as precept that we
love him beyond any and everything else;
he will require that we establish beyond
a doubt that our affections and hearts
are his, and that to do his bidding and
further the interests of his cause is our
greatest and fondest desire.

There seems to be throughout the
world a great love for wealth. It is true
that riches ofttimes secure ease, comfort
and enjoyment. But then these are in-
dulgences that belong only to this life; as
no man brought anything into the world,
so none will take anything away. What
then may we expect to enjoy in the here-
after? Such blessings only as are secured
unto us through the sealing ordinances
of the holy Priesthood which reach be-
hind the veil. While reflecting on this,
would it not be well for us, as Latter-
day Saints, to also imagine, if we can,
our feelings if through unworthiness on
our part we should find ourselves in the
next world disappointed. I think that

when we consider these things, that com-
pared with our eternal happiness every-
thing else is small and of little moment.

There is much required at our hands,
we have not only to labor for ourselves,
but for our dead friends, whom we shall
meet sooner or later. If when we renew
our acquaintance with them we can tell
them that we officiated in the Temple or-
dinances for them, it will afford us joy
as well as them; but if when we shall
meet them we are not the bearers of such
welcome intelligence, feelings of remorse
will overtake us in not having done our
duty, when opportunity was afforded us
to do so. These are some of my reflec-
tions relative to some of our present and
immediate duties.

I am pleased to say that wherever I
go I perceive a willingness on the part of
the people to build Temples, and also to
become united in establishing ourselves
upon such a basis as will make us inde-
pendent of the surrounding world, pro-
ducing and manufacturing everything
we need for use and wear, and thus be-
come self-sustaining; so that when Baby-
lon shall fall we may sustain no loss.

There has never been a generation of
time so important as the one in which
we live. Our prospects too are pecu-
liarly and unusually encouraging, for the
Gospel we preach will never be taken
away from the earth, and as long as
we prove faithful we will maintain our
rights which God has given us. There is a
prospect too of our posterity living when
peace for the space of a thousand years
shall be on this earth, when the Savior
and holy beings will visit with men in the
flesh, and then his glory will surround
the habitation of the Saints. I know of
no previous dispensation that had such
encouraging and glorious prospects.


