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who atoned for us, and to depart from
his ways, giving way to the false influ-
ences that are continually prompting our
minds to lust after the things of this
world in their corrupt condition. All this
is strange to the mind opened to see and
understand the things of God and the
things of eternity as they are. If we pos-
sessed that power, that influence over
ourselves, a proper portion of that sta-
bility that belongs to the heavens, when
we once embraced the truth there would
be no necessity for our being chastened,
no necessity for our being called upon to
refrain from this or that wrong; but the
weakness of the flesh is so great that we
need continually the influence of our Fa-
ther through our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, to hold us to the truth, in order
that we may not fall away therefrom and
finally wander into the darkness of the
world, forsaking God and the faith we
have embraced.

It is astonishing that men should do
so when we consider things as they are,
and witness the continued love and kind-
ness of our Heavenly Father, in again
speaking from the heavens, revealing
himself and his everlasting Gospel to the
children of men, as well as the ordi-
nances, laws, rules and regulations of his
House which affect the salvation of both
the living and the dead.

How is it with my brethren and sis-
ters here? Are they awake to the things
of God? If they are we shall have no
need of calling upon them from day to
day, from week to week. Brethren, will
you put forth your hands and rear these
Temples, these buildings wherein we can
enter and officiate for ourselves and our
progenitors, preparatory to the coming
of the Son of Man, which coming draws
near? Will we build up the Zion of God

before entering into the millennium of
rest, when wickedness will be taken
away from the earth? Then the Latter-
day Saints will be able to go forth with-
out being persecuted by their enemies,
and opposed on every hand by the al-
luring spirits that are constantly tempt-
ing them away from the things of God to
follow after the things of a fallen world.
Then the Saints will enjoy the privi-
lege of building their Temples unmo-
lested, redeem their friends, and make
ready for the time when the nations shall
come up to the presence of God the Fa-
ther, to be judged according to the deeds
done in the flesh. There are a few of
the brethren and sisters who understand
things as they are, and who are ready
and willing to devote their time and their
means for the salvation of the human
family. If there are any hearts or spir-
its in this city, or elsewhere, that are
fearfully wondering whether or not we
are going to be destroyed, or whether
this Church will endure and become the
mighty power in the earth, according to
the predictions of the servants of God, I
will say to all such trembling souls, You
need entertain no such fears. You need
have only one fear, and that is with re-
gard to yourselves, lest you should leave
the light that the Lord has imparted
to you and wander into darkness, re-
turning to the beggarly elements of the
world, lusting again after the things of
the world in their sinful state. The earth
is the Lord's and the fullness thereof;
even the very things which we are so
tempted to covet, through lustful de-
sires, in and of themselves are pure and
holy, for they are the Lord's; but we
wish to possess them unrighteously and
not according to the will of God. This
is the sin which is upon man. Every-
thing which we see and which pertains



