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light and knowledge they severally have,
will they be judged. The more enlight-
ened nations, so called, are rejecting
the Gospel message which is being sent
to them by divine authority; and for
that reason their utter destruction is in-
evitable, and, as had been decreed, they
must pass away. Their lives will not be
prolonged. Not only the kingdoms and
governments of Europe, and the west-
ern portion of Asia are to be thus vis-
ited, but also those who have grown out
of these kingdoms, that have emigrated
to this western hemisphere, and else-
where. For instance, this great repub-
lic must pass away in the manner indi-
cated unless the people repent. There
is only one condition by which they can
be preserved as a nation, and the Lord
himself has decreed it. We can read it
in the various revelations which God has
given, respecting this land. The Book of
Mormon, for instance, speaks in many
places, of the overthrow of the govern-
ment that should exist on this land if
they should reject the divine message
contained therein. Inasmuch as they re-
pent not, the Lord has said that he would
visit them in his anger, and that he
would throw down all their strongholds.
And he further says, that he will cut off
their horses out of their midst. This will
doubtless be done through some great
calamity or disease. He also says that he
will cut off the cities of our land, that all
manner of lying, deceits, hypocrisy, mur-
ders, priestcrafts, whoredoms and secret
abominations shall be done away, hav-
ing reference particularly to this nation.
He says, too, "I will execute vengeance
and fury upon them, even as upon the
heathen, such as they have not heard."
We are told, too, that the nature of these
judgments is to be swift and terrible,
coming upon them like a fierce wind,
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when they expect it not; when they are
crying peace and safety, behold sudden
destruction is at their doors.

I might dwell still longer on the
judgments to come upon this Ameri-
can nation, according to modern revela-
tion. In 1832, the Lord foretold to the
Prophet Joseph Smith that there should
be a great war between the Northern
and Southern States. This revelation
is published in the Book of Doctrine
and Covenants, a standard work of the
Church, and also in many languages,
many years before the war commenced.
At that early period we were told that
the Southern States would rise against
the Northern States, and the Northern
against the Southern States in war, ter-
minating in the deaths and misery of
many souls. We were told also that this
war would begin with the rebellion of
South Carolina.

When I was a boy, a little over 20
years of age, I had the privilege of taking
a copy of that revelation, and I carried
it around with me, oftentimes reading
it to the congregations that I preached
to. Its subject matter formed a text from
which I many times preached, as well as
a topic of conversation with strangers,
whose acquaintance I would happen to
make in traveling from place to place.

How do you think such information
was received by the people to whom
it was imparted? They would not be-
lieve it; they had no idea of its be-
ing a revelation from God to them,;
they considered it one of the imposi-
tions that the "Mormons" had gotten
up to delude the people. To tell them
that this great government would be di-
vided and go to war with each other,
was something entirely foreign to their
minds; it was something to which they
paid heedless regard, ofttimes treating it



