
320 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

and the earth will be adapted to them as
a dwelling place. This is the reason why
these changes are to take place.

Geologists say it would take some
millions of years to effect any changes of
the earth in regard to the location of its
continents and islands, and a great num-
ber of intelligent readers are inclined to
this belief. But there is a God who will
disappoint them all, who will show forth
his power, causing the earth to rock to
and fro like a drunken man; a God whose
power is able to cause the mountains to
be cast down, and the valleys to come
up. When it rains upon the exalted val-
leys, it will wash down the rich soil upon
the rocky mountains which have sunk
beneath, making them fertile; and thus
the whole surface of the earth will be-
come a fit abode for man in his improved
and perfected state, whether immortal or
mortal.

"Do you think," one may say, "there
will be mortal beings living on the earth,
when these heavenly hosts come?" Yes,
and they will dwell together. What, peo-
ple not subject to sickness, or to sor-
row, or punishment, people whose bodies
are celestial and immortal, who will en-
dure in their bodies to all eternity! Will
they mingle with mortal beings? Yes.
Have we any Scripture to sustain us in
this? Yes. Our Savior was immortal
when he arose from the tomb, his body
of flesh and bones was no longer sensi-
tive to pain; it was a glorified, immor-
tal, and eternal body. Could he min-
gle with the children of mortality? Yes,
for on a certain occasion the Apostles,
doubtless thinking the Savior to be dead,
went to their nets, their former pur-
suit. But Jesus knowing their hearts,
went to the seashore and there made a
fire. By and by he called them to land,

and they came. He took a fish and
broiled it on the coals, and gave it to
them to eat, and he ate with them. He
was immortal, they were mortal. Was
there any perceptible difference between
the appearance of the Savior on this oc-
casion, and his disciples? No; he did
not permit his glory to shine forth, as he
did on the Isle of Patmos, when John re-
ceived his heavenly manifestations. His
glory was withheld, and they had no dif-
ficulty in looking upon his person.

I have no doubt there will be a cer-
tain degree of the glory of the immor-
tal beings withheld from the children of
mortality, during the whole period of the
millennium. Kings and priests will come
here to reign, and will mingle freely
among their children of whom they are
ancestors. And those who are mortal can
receive instruction from those who are
immortal, that will prepare them for the
time when the earth is to undergo a still
greater change. The children of mortal-
ity will need this preparation in order to
live when this earth is burning up, which
is to be its final destiny.

When Jesus comes, the events that I
have named will take place. The earth
is destined to pass away; after these
immortal beings have dwelt upon it for
one thousand years, after Jesus has been
here reigning as King of kings and Lord
of lords, and people have become famil-
iar with him and all the ancients, by and
by the earth will be burned up. You may
inquire, "What is the use of burning it
up?" I tell you my reason why I suppose
the earth will be burnt up. It has been
cursed by reason of the fall. In the early
ages God said, "Cursed is the ground for
thy sake; in sorrow thou shalt eat of it all
the days of thy life," etc. That curse has


