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not exist before the tabernacle had any
existence? Was it not just as easy for an
existence to be given to spiritual person-
ages before they took possession of bod-
ies as it is for them to exist after the body
decays? Yes, and these are our views,
founded upon new revelation; not the
views of uninspired men, but founded
upon direct revelation from God.

Where did we exist before we came
here? With God. Where does he exist?
In the place John denominated heaven.
What do we understand heaven to be?
Not the place described by our Christian
friends, beyond the bounds of time and
space, for there is no such place, there
never was, nor ever will be; but I mean
a tangible world, a heaven that is per-
fect, a heaven with materials that have
been organized and put together, sanc-
tified and glorified as the residence and
world where God resides. Born there?
Yes, we were born there. Even our
great Redeemer, whose death and suf-
ferings we are this afternoon celebrat-
ing, was born up in yonder world be-
fore he was born of the Virgin Mary.
Have you not read, in the New Testa-
ment, that Jesus Christ was the first-
born of every creature? From this read-
ing it would seem that he was the old-
est of the whole human family, that is,
so far as his birth in the spirit world
is concerned. How long ago since that
birth took place is not revealed; it might
have been unnumbered millions of years
for aught we know. But we do know
that he was born and was the oldest of
the family of spirits. Have you not also
read in the New Testament that he is
called our elder brother? Does this re-
fer to the birth of the body of flesh and
bones? By no means, for there were hun-
dreds of millions who were born upon our
earth before the body of flesh and bones
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was born whom we call Jesus. How is
it, then, that he is our elder brother?
We must go back to the previous birth,
before the foundation of this earth; we
have to go back to past ages, to the pe-
riod when he was begotten of the Father
among the great family of spirits. He be-
came, by his birthright, the great Cre-
ator. God, through him, created not only
this little world, this speck of creation,
but by him the worlds were made and
created. How many we know not, for
it has not been revealed. Suffice it to
say, a great many worlds were created by
him. Why by him? Because he had the
birthright, he being the oldest of his fa-
ther's family, and this birthright entitles
him, not only to create worlds, but to be-
come the redeemer of those worlds, not
only the redeemer of the inhabitants of
this our earth, but of all the others whom
he created by the will and power of his
Father.

But says one, "By that expression
one would infer that other worlds have
fallen as well as our own, having doubt-
less been placed in a state of tempta-
tion, and if so it would be fair to pre-
sume that there was a Garden of Eden
to each of these worlds, containing all
kinds of fruit, among which was the Tree
of Knowledge of good and evil, and that
they became fallen precisely in the same
manner as ours did, and consequently
they would need a redeemer; and, there-
fore, the people of these worlds would be
redeemed and saved according to their
diligence and faithfulness in keeping the
commandments of God?" Have you not
read in the first chapter of Genesis of
two persons appearing on this earth be-
fore man was made, when one who was
God, said to the other, "Let us make
man in our image, after our likeness?"
Does not that bespeak a pre-existence of



