PHILOSOPHY OF MAN, ETC.

is already selected. @We do not ask
whether you are able to do this; but
ask yourselves if you have faith suffi-
cient to do it, for we know that you are
perfectly able to do it if you are will-
ing, and do it inside of three years from
next April. Then to the people of Box
Elder County, the Malad Valley, Cache
Valley, Soda Springs, and Bear Lake Val-
ley, Rich County, and the people on Bear
River, I say, unite your labor and com-
mence as soon as you can to build a Tem-
ple in Cache Valley. Again, to the people
of Weber County, Davis County, Morgan
and Summit Counties, Salt Lake County,
Tooele and Utah Counties, with the peo-
ple east and west, I will say, Go to work
and finish the Temple in this city forth-
with. Can you accomplish the work, you
Latter-day Saints of these several coun-
ties? Yes, that is a question I can answer
readily, you are perfectly able to do it,
the question is, Have you the necessary
faith? Have you sufficient of the Spirit
of God in your hearts to enable you to
say, Yes, by the help of God our Father,
we will erect these buildings to his name.
There will be little money comparatively
needed, it is nearly all labor, such as you
can perform. If the people had paid their
Tithing, and paid the hands employed
on the Temple in proportion as I have
done, that building would have been fin-
ished before now. But I am not obliged
to build Temples for the people; this is
our common duty, in order that all may
have the privilege to officiate for them-
selves and their dead. How long, Latter-
day Saints, before you will believe the
Gospel as it is? The Lord has declared it
to be his will that his people enter into
covenant, even as Enoch and his peo-
ple did, which of necessity must be be-
fore we shall have the privilege of build-
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ing the Center Stake of Zion, for the
power and glory of God will be there, and
none but the pure in heart will be able to
live and enjoy it. Go to now, with your
might and with your means, and finish
this Temple. Why, for what reason? The
reasons are very obvious, and you under-
stand them.

A few words to the sisters—you moth-
ers who are trifling with the ordinances
of the house of God, and the blessings
that are proffered to you, I will say that
the time will come, if you persist in do-
ing so, when you will mourn, and will be
willing to give worlds, if you possessed
them, for the privilege of living your lives
over again. Some of you are treating
with contempt the oracles of the king-
dom of God upon the earth, and in the
commission of this sin you trifle with
your own salvation, as well as the sal-
vation of your children. Repent, and
turn unto God, and teach your children
the importance of doing the same, and
of the sacredness of the ordinances and
the laws of God. It is the mother's influ-
ence that is most effective in molding the
mind of the child for good or for evil. If
she treat lightly the things of God, it is
more than likely her children will be in-
clined to do the same, and the Lord will
not hold her guiltless when he comes to
make up his jewels; he will disown all
such when he comes to claim his own,
and will say, Go hence, I never knew you.

The question may be asked, Are you
going to discontinue to give endowments
here? 1 think it is very probable that
you will have to go where there is a
Temple, or go without. In consequence
of our having been driven from our
homes, and because of our destitute cir-
cumstances, the Lord has permitted us
to do what we have done, namely, to



