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business that it absorbs all my time,
therefore do not trouble me, do not in-
fringe on me." And who are they? Gener-
ally they are men who, like myself, came
here not only poor, but in debt. I was
driven from my homes and possessions,
five times stripped of my earthly posses-
sions. When we arrived in this valley,
we were in a destitute condition. Others
came here as destitute as we were, but
are now comparatively wealthy—how do
they feel? They wish to do just as they
please. Ask them if they believe that
the law of God requires us to enter into
a general copartnership in all our busi-
ness relations, living and working to-
gether as one family? They will tell
you, "No, I don't believe any such thing."
Those of this class who are merchants
will say, "I want to get rich, I will buy
where I please, and will sell at a hun-
dred percent, five hundred percent, or
a thousand percent, if I can." You may
do so if you will, but your end will be
lamentable. You count the men who
have broken up their homes and gone
in search of gold, and then count those
who have carried out my advice, and you
will readily acknowledge that the latter
class is by far the better off, not only
financially, but morally and spiritually.
You, my brethren and sisters, who were
poor when you came here, but who now,
through the blessing of God, ride in your
carriages and live in fine houses, enjoy-
ing all the comforts of life, as well as good
health, and the society of friends, how
do you feel? As for myself, I have not
the slightest feeling in my heart that I
own a single thing. What I am in posses-
sion of, the Lord has merely made me a
steward over, to see what I will do with
it. Now, my brethren and sisters, do you
feel the same? If you do you will each

enquire what is my duty? One duty is
to go to work and build this and other
Temples, and the other ones can be built
long before we can finish this one. Shall
we do so? I say we will. If we had
reached that perfect state of unity which
we should have long before this, and still
hope that we yet shall, do you suppose
we would ask a man to pay Tithing on
ten bushels of wheat, or a hundred or
a thousand? No, all that would be nec-
essary under such circumstances would
be to say, brother so-and-so, from you
we want so much, and from another so
much. "Yes," they would say, "Take it. I
have nothing. It is all the Lord's, let it
be used to do him service in the build-
ing up of his kingdom." "What would
you do, brother Brigham, if you were re-
quired to give up all your substance?"
Just what I have always been willing to
do. I would continue to do my duty and
trust in God for the results; that is what
I have done all my life. This, doubt-
less, seems foolishness in the eyes of the
world, they cannot understand it, nei-
ther have they any means of understand-
ing it, for "the things of God knoweth
no man, but the Spirit of God." Before I
embraced this Gospel I had studied the
creeds of the Christian world. When I
inquired of them with regard to heav-
enly things, why we came here, and the
nature of the relationship we sustained
to God and to heavenly beings, could I
get any information? No, not the least
idea. I once heard one of the lead-
ing Elders in the Episcopal Methodist
Church undertake to explain to his con-
gregation one of the simplest of things,
namely, "What is the soul of man?" After
he had labored for two long hours, hav-
ing exhausted his language, for know-


