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monstrations and further witnesses, rev-
elations, knowledge, etc., in this king-
dom? We do, every one of us. We ask
the question again, Do we expect that we
have already become perfect, and that
we are prepared to be numbered with the
sanctified, and that we are now prepared
to be gathered with God's elect, and that,
if we were to hear the voice tonight—
"Behold, the bridegroom cometh"—we
should be numbered with the wise? Do
we anticipate this? If we do we are
wrong, for we are not prepared. We have
passed through a great many scenes, we
may say, of tribulation, though I would
have all my brethren understand that I
do not take this to myself, for all that I
have passed through has been joy and
joyful to me; but we have seemingly sac-
rificed a great deal, and passed through
many scenes of trial and temptations,
no doubt of this. We have had to suf-
fer temptation more or less, and we have
taken the spoiling of our goods joyfully.
I have, myself, five times before I came
to this valley, left everything that the
Lord had blessed me with pertaining to
this world's goods, which, for the country
where I lived, was not a very little.

Well, we have passed these ordeals,
and we are still going along. Now have
we profited by all that we have, passed
through and experienced, so that we re-
ally do consider that we are sanctified
and prepared for the celestial kingdom
of God, or do we believe that there is
something more yet to be done? Why,
all hearts reply—There is still under-
standing in this kingdom; every heart
echoes—We expect to learn more, we
expect to receive more, we are not yet
perfect, we are not complete in our
stature as men and women in Christ
Jesus. Now I will just ask, right
here—Shall we ever be learning and

never able to come to a knowledge of the
truth? No, I say we shall not, but we
shall come to the knowledge of the truth.
This is my hope and anticipation, and
this is my joy. The Latter-day Saints,
as a people, in many respects are short-
sighted, we are but babes or suckling
infants in the Church and kingdom of
God, comparatively, and especially since
we have been in these valleys. We have
enjoyed peace and plenty here; we have
been blessed in our families, and in our
flocks and herds, and in our fields and
crops, and we have gathered around us
the comforts, and even the luxuries of
life, and some, to a small extent, wealth.
Now, in the enjoyment of all this is the
kingdom of God first and foremost with
us? I can say, taking as a people, that
our hearts are too much on the things
of this life. We are, perhaps, too skep-
tical in our feelings, with regard to the
things of the kingdom. We gather, as
we anticipate, mental strength, and we
think we are capable of judging where
we are not capable of judging, and the
riches, or the good things of this life, I
cannot in reality say the riches, but a lit-
tle of this world's goods, sometimes blind
the mind and becloud the spirit of a per-
son. I can appeal to the experience of my
brethren and sisters, aged and middle-
aged and youth, and even to the chil-
dren. Go to the child, and what does its
joy consist in? Toys, we may call them,
something that produces, as they think,
pleasure; and so it is with our youth, our
young boys and girls; they are thinking
too much of this world; and the middle-
aged are striving and struggling to ob-
tain the good things of this life, and their
hearts are too much upon them. So it is
with the aged. Is not this the condition
of the Latter-day Saints? It is. Well, now,


