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I think it is pretty well understood, by
my brethren and sisters, that my labors,
as a public speaker, are somewhat lim-
ited, compared with what they used to
be.

The first season the Twelve went on a
mission as the Twelve Apostles I became
acquainted with the father of brother
William Hyde, who has just addressed
you. Brother Hyde, deceased, was then
a boy. He with his father's family gath-
ered with the Saints; he went to Missouri
and returned to Illinois, and got married.
And this afternoon we have heard one of
his sons speak to us. It is forty years this
summer since I first knew the father of
this young man. For three years previ-
ous to this I had been engaged preaching
the Gospel, and the Spirit of God would
rest down upon me to that degree that,
if I did not open my mouth to preach to
the people, it seemed as though my bones
would consume within me, consequently
I used to preach long and loud.

For forty-three years I have been
more or less engaged preaching to
the people. My talking organs are
now pretty much exhausted, but my

general health is good, even better than
when I was a young man. I never felt
better than I do at present. I have lungs
enough to serve me to preach a hundred
years, providing the talking organs of my
stomach were correspondingly good.

I came here to rest, to get away from
much talking. Since being here, I have
been waited on by the Indians who are
passing through, and I have had to do a
good deal of talking to them, besides hav-
ing to converse with the brethren.

I sometimes feel that I can hardly de-
sist from telling the Latter-day Saints
how they should live, but my talking or-
gans will not permit me to say as much
as I wish to. The Celestial Kingdom
of God is worth seeking for, and there
are times when I see the importance of
the people living their religion that I al-
most feel to cry aloud and spare not, if
I had the strength to do it. When I
consider the greatness of the kingdom
of God, and the privilege afforded us of
becoming heirs to God our Father, and
joint heirs with Jesus Christ our elder
brother, and then sense the condition of
the Latter-day Saints, I do not wonder


