182

seeing it together, preparatory to that
work, Isaiah says there was a certain
people that should get up into the moun-
tains. "Oh Zion, that bringest good tid-
ings, get thee up into the high moun-
tain." That did not mean a city called
Zion, for it is not to be supposed that a
city would travel up into a high moun-
tain; but it meant a people, a people who
were bringing good tidings. What good
tidings? What can be more glorious tid-
ings to the inhabitants of the earth than
the everlasting Gospel sent by an angel,
to say unto the people that if they will re-
pent of their sins and be baptized in wa-
ter for the remission of their sins, they
shall receive the baptism of fire and the
Holy Ghost by the laying on of the hands
of the servants of God? What can be
more glorious in its nature than a procla-
mation of this kind to the nations of the
earth? Hence when the people come out
of great Babylon and gather themselves
together, they will gather into the moun-
tains to fulfill this prophecy.

Any other prophecies about their go-
ing to the mountains? Yes. Read
the 18th chapter of Isaiah. Isaiah,
when standing in Palestine delivering
his prophecy, looked off to the southwest
and saw the rivers of Ethiopia, or Africa;
and after having seen these rivers in
vision he also sees a land shadowing
with wings away beyond the rivers of
Ethiopia. What kind of a land was that,
away beyond the rivers of Ethiopia, from
where Isaiah stood in Palestine? Why
it is a land that had the appearance of
wings. You have been struck doubtless,
with the great resemblance that North
and South America have to the two great
wings of a bird. While Isaiah was thus
gazing upon a land away beyond the
rivers of Ethiopia, it looked so much
like the wings of a bird that he says—
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"A land shadowing with wings, away, be-
yond the rivers of Ethiopia." Well, Isa-
iah, what have you to say about that
land? Why, says he, there is a procla-
mation to be had there. How extensive,
Isaiah? To all people. Hear the words
of Isaiah. Says he, "All ye inhabitants
of the world, and dwellers on the earth,
see ye, when he lifts up an ensign on the
mountains.”" Not on the low places of that
land shadowing with wings, next to the
seashore, but in the mountains. What is
the nature of this ensign? It is charac-
teristic of a standard, often spoken of by
the Prophets, and called by the name of
standard. Isaiah speaks of it as an en-
sign in a number of places. What would
naturally be a standard? The kingdom
of God is a standard to which the people
rally and gather together. Does it affect
all people, Isaiah? Yes. "All ye inhabi-
tants of the world." What could be more
extensive than that? "And dwellers on
the earth, see ye, when he lifts up an
ensign on the mountains; and when he
bloweth a trumpet, hear ye." What else
is to take place, Isaiah? He says that
a severe judgment is to take place on
that land shadowing with wings. What
kind of a judgment, one that is to be
very severe, Isaiah? Yes, for he says—
"Afore the harvest, when the bud is per-
fect, and the sour grape is ripening in the
flower, he shall both cut off the sprigs
with pruninghooks, and take away and
cut down the branches. They shall be
left together unto the fowls of the moun-
tain, and to the beasts of the earth: and
the fowls shall summer upon them, and
all the beasts of the earth shall win-
ter upon them." When will this be, Isa-
iah? After this proclamation, after all
the nations of the world have heard it,
after the people have heard the sound
of the warning message; then the first



