
162 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

book shall be hid from the eyes of the
world, that the eyes of none shall behold
it save it be that three witnesses shall
behold it, by the power of God, besides
him to whom the book shall be delivered;
and they shall testify to the truth of the
book and the things therein. And there
is none other which shall view it, save
it be a few according to the will of God,
to bear testimony of his word unto the
children of men; for the Lord God hath
said that the words of the faithful should
speak as if it were from the dead. Where-
fore, the Lord God will proceed to bring
forth the words of the book; and in the
mouth of as many witnesses as seemeth
him good will he establish his word; and
wo be unto him that rejecteth the word
of God!"

This was translated from the plates,
and written in manuscript, before Mar-
tin Harris, David Whitmer, or Oliver
Cowdery ever saw this angel, but there
was a promise; it was on record; it was
in the manuscript that three witnesses
should behold it by the power of God.
That prophecy, as I said before, was de-
livered nearly six hundred years before
Christ. There was another prophecy
delivered nearly a thousand years af-
terwards, which I will also read—"And
now I, Moroni, have written the words
which were commanded me, according
to my memory; and I have told you the
things which I have sealed up; there-
fore touch them not"—speaking to the
translator that should find his records—
"therefore touch them not in order that
you may translate; for that thing is for-
bidden you, except by and by it shall be
wisdom in God. And behold, ye may be
privileged that ye may show the plates
unto those who shall assist to bring forth
this work; And unto three shall they
be shown by the power of God; where-

fore they shall know of a surety that
these things are true. And in the mouth
of three witnesses shall these things
be established; and the testimony of
three, and this work, in the which shall
be shown forth the power of God and
also his word, of which the Father, and
the Son, and the Holy Ghost beareth
record—and all this shall stand as a tes-
timony against the world at the last day.
And if it so be that they repent and come
unto the Father in the name of Jesus,
they shall be received into the kingdom
of God. And now, if I have no author-
ity for these things, judge ye; for ye shall
know that I have authority when ye shall
see me, and we shall stand before God at
the last day."

Here then were two prophecies de-
livered about a thousand years apart,
translated before the three witnesses
saw the angel. It was in consequence
of these prophecies that these men went
out to the grove to pray. You may ask
me why they went there to pray? Be-
cause they had read these things, and
they saw that there were to be three wit-
nesses that should know by the power
of God, being revealed to them from the
heavens, concerning these matters, and
they felt anxious that God might show
them these things, that they might be
the favored three.

Were there any others who saw these
plates? Yes. How many? Eight;
all of whom are now dead except one,
John Whitmer, who is still living. They
saw and handled the plates, and saw
the engravings upon them, and they
testify of the same to all people to
whom the work should be sent. How
many does this make? Three wit-
nesses, eight witnesses and the trans-
lator, twelve in all, twelve who saw
and bare record of the original. Now I
ask everyone in this house, Saints and


