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Smith, the Prophet, obtained through
the instructions of the angel, he also
obtained the Urim and Thummim, and
by their aid he copied a few characters
from the plates, and translated them.
He was not a learned man himself, but
an ignorant farmer's boy, scarcely hav-
ing the first rudiments of education. He
could read and write a little, and that
was about the amount of his educational
acquirements. After having copied a
few of the characters from these plates
and translated them, he committed them
into the hands of Martin Harris, a man
with whom he was acquainted, who lived
not far from his neighborhood; and Mar-
tin Harris took these few characters and
their translation to the City of New York,
to show them to the learned, and if
possible to get some information in re-
gard to their meaning. This was in
the year 1827. Martin Harris was then
a middle-aged man, being about forty-
six years of age. On arriving in New
York City, he visited the learned Dr.
Mitchell, professor of languages, and ob-
tained some information from him in re-
lation to the manuscript which he held,
and was recommended by Dr. Mitchell
to see Mr. Anthon, professor of ancient
and modern languages, probably one of
the most learned men in ancient lan-
guages that ever lived in our nation. Mr.
Harris went to see Mr. Anthon, and
showed him the characters. The pro-
fessor examined them and the transla-
tion, and, according to the testimony of
Martin Harris, given from this stand,
he gave him a certificate that, so far as
he could understand the characters, the
translation seemed to be correct; but he
wished further time, and desired that
the original plates should be brought to
him. Mr. Harris then informed him
how Mr. Smith came in possession of
the plates—that he did not find them

accidentally, but that an angel of God re-
vealed to him the place of their deposit.
This was after Martin Harris had ob-
tained the certificate from Professor An-
thon, and just before Mr. Harris took his
leave of the learned gentleman; the lat-
ter having ascertained how Mr. Smith
came in possession of the plates; that
part of them were sealed, and that the
Lord had given a strict command that
they should not be shown to the pub-
lic, but only to certain witnesses; I say
that, the professor, having learned this,
wished to see the certificate again; Mr.
Harris returned it to him, and he tore it
up, saying that there was no such thing
as angels, or communications from the
Lord in our day, and upon Mr. Harris
telling him that a portion of the plates
were sealed, he very sarcastically re-
marked, that he could not read a sealed
book.

Mr. Harris left him, and returned,
some two hundred and fifty miles or
more, to the neighborhood where the
plates were found, and informed Mr.
Smith of his success with the learned, af-
ter which the Lord gave a special com-
mand to Joseph, unlearned as he was,
that he should translate the record by
the aid of the Urim and Thummim. Mr.
Smith commenced the work of transla-
tion. Mr. Harris, acting as his scribe,
wrote from his mouth one hundred and
sixteen pages of the first translation,
given by the Prophet.

The work was continued from time
to time, until finally the unsealed por-
tion of the Book of Mormon was all
translated. In the meantime Martin
Harris, Joseph Smith, the translator of
the book, Oliver Cowdery and David
Whitmer, four persons, retired to a lit-
tle grove in the year 1829, not far
from the house of old father Whitmer,
where this Church was organized. They
retired to this grove for the special


