
FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECY, ETC. 145

when the Spirit is poured out from on
high? We are to understand the same
as is recorded in the thirty-fifth chap-
ter of this prophecy, a small portion of
which I will read. Speaking of the gath-
ering of the Israelites in the latter times,
he says—"The wilderness and the soli-
tary place shall be glad for them; and
the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as
the rose. It shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice even with joy and singing:
the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto
it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon,
they shall see the glory of the Lord, and
the excellency of our God."

Now, to comprehend that this is to be
a latter-day work, and not a work that
was to take place soon after the predic-
tion was uttered, we will read the fol-
lowing verses—"Strengthen ye the weak
hands, and confirm the feeble knees. Say
to them that are of a fearful heart, Be
strong, and fear not: behold, your God
will come with vengeance, even God with
a recompense; he will come and save
you."

That has never been fulfilled; but
preparatory to the time when God will
come with vengeance to sweep away
wickedness from the face of the earth,
the house of Israel will be gathered back
to their own lands, and the people of
God will be permitted to dwell in the
wilderness, and that wilderness will be-
come a fruitful field. It is even said that
the desert should rejoice because of those
who are gathered, and should blossom as
the rose.

Now that is something that has been
fulfilled during the last quarter of a cen-
tury, here in this wilderness, barren,
desert country. The great latter-day
work has commenced, the kingdom of
God has been reorganized on the earth;
in other words, the Christian Church

in all its purity and with all its ordi-
nances, has been reorganized upon the
face of the earth, and the time has at
length come when the Spirit of God has
been poured out from on high. Until that
period arrived, there was no hope for Is-
rael, no hope for the land of Palestine,
no hope for the redemption of the tribes
scattered in the four quarters of the
earth; but when the wilderness should
become as a fruitful field, when the spirit
should again be poured out from on high,
through the everlasting Gospel of the
Son of God, then the people should be
gathered together by the commandment
of the Lord. As is here stated, his Spirit
should be the instrument in gathering
them together. "My mouth, it hath com-
manded this great gathering." Then we
may look out for a change upon the face
of the land where this gathering takes
place; we may look for the deserts to be-
come like the garden of Eden, to blossom
as the rose that blossoms in rich and fer-
tile gardens, to blossom abundantly, and
the desert to rejoice with joy and singing.
We are to look also, soon after this period
of time, for the great Redeemer to come.
"Say to them that are of a fearful heart,
Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will
come with vengeance, he will come and
save you," having reference to his sec-
ond coming in the clouds of heaven, with
power and with great glory, attended by
all the angelic hosts; coming in flaming
fire to consume the wicked from the face
of the earth as stubble, to burn them up,
both root and branch, while the Saints
that are left will go forth upon the face of
the earth and grow up as calves of the
stall, and tread upon the ashes of the
wicked.

The Prophet says that, when Je-
sus comes with vengeance and destroys


