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against the day of the wrath of Almighty
God, which is to be poured out upon the
world."

I think, many times, that we, as El-
ders of Israel and as Latter-day Saints,
come far short of realizing our position
before the Lord. The work required at
our hands is great and mighty; it is the
work of Almighty God. We are held re-
sponsible for presenting the Gospel of
Christ to all the nations of the earth,
to warn the Gentiles, to prepare for the
return of the lost ten tribes of Israel,
and for carrying the Gospel to the whole
tribes of Israel. We are held responsi-
ble for all this, and for building Tem-
ples to the Most High, wherein we can
enter and attend to ordinances for the
salvation of our dead. There are fifty
thousand million spirits shut up in the
spirit world who never saw the face of a
Prophet, Apostle or inspired man in their
lives. No man having the authority of
God ever declared the words of life and
salvation unto them, and without au-
thority their ministrations are useless,
for this is what the Priesthood is for. The
God of heaven has ordained this from
eternity to eternity. These persons in
the spirit world died in the flesh with-
out the law, without the Gospel, and they
are shut up in prison. Joseph Smith is
preaching to them, and so are thousands
of the Elders of Israel who have died and
gone to the other side of the veil. George
A. Smith, who dwelt with us until within
the last few days, will take part, with
joy and rejoicing, with his brethren in
the great work the other side of the veil.
When I saw ten or twelve thousand peo-
ple met in this Tabernacle to pay their
last respects to the body of that man,
I thought to myself—"How much larger
a congregation surrounds his spirit, in

the spirit world." Yes, they number mil-
lions there, to where we have units here,
and the servants of God will preach to
them the same as Jesus preached to
the spirits in prison. While his body
lay three days and nights in the tomb
he went and preached to the spirits in
prison, that they might be judged accord-
ing to men in the flesh, that they might
receive part in the resurrection, accord-
ing to the testimony which they received.
As I said before, the God of heaven re-
quires this at your hands. They will
not baptize anybody in the spirit world;
there is no baptism there; there is no
marrying or giving in marriage there; all
these ordinances have to be performed
on the earth. Paul says, in referring to
this subject—"Why are ye baptized for
the dead? If the dead rise not, why
then are ye baptized for the dead?" The
Lord holds us responsible for going to
and building Temples, that we may at-
tend therein to the ordinances necessary
for the salvation of the dead.

In every dispensation the Lord has
had those who were foreordained to do
a certain work. We all dwelt in the
presence of God before we came here,
and such men as Abraham, Isaac, Ja-
cob, the ancient Prophets, Jesus and the
Apostles received their appointments be-
fore the world was made. They were or-
dained before the foundation of the world
to come and tabernacle here in the flesh
and to work for the cause of God, and
this because of their faith and faithful-
ness. You can see the great variety of
spirits that have dwelt in the presence
of God, from those who are in the pres-
ence of God, down to the devils. A good
many of the hosts of heaven were cast
out because of their wickedness. Lucifer,
son of the morning, and those who fol-


