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Our Conference, thus far, has been
exceedingly interesting to me, and I
have no doubt it has been to every one
present. We have heard a great many
ideas and counsels, and have received in-
struction which, if treasured up by us
and carried into practical effect in our
lives, will have a very beneficial result in
the midst of this people. There has never
been any lack of instruction among the
Latter-day Saints. I think it was Presi-
dent Wells who said the other day that
he sometimes thought we had too much
preaching and teaching. I have no doubt
myself that the ease with which we ob-
tain instruction, the abundance of it, and
the readiness with which it is imparted
have made very important counsels that
would, if carried out, have a very bene-
ficial effect upon the entire people, seem
cheap and unimportant. There are some
duties, however, that have been dwelt
upon with considerable plainness in or-
der that they may be kept permanently
before the minds of the people. The
leading points among these are those
which relate to our self-preservation,
because if we do not adopt and carry
out in our lives principles that will

preserve us, the gathering together of
the people in these valleys and all the
labors that have been expended in our
behalf will not amount to much. God has
blessed us with a good land; he has mul-
tiplied upon us many favors, that, when
we came here, some of us, at least, did
not expect to enjoy. He has given the
land a fertility that we never dreamed of.
I say that we never dreamed of, but I will
speak for myself, and say that I never
thought that this land could have been
made so fruitful as it has been. Oth-
ers, probably, who had had more expe-
rience, might have entertained different
feelings. I have heard President Young
say a great many times that he saw all
that has been done, when we first came
here he saw what the result would be.
But the land was barren, and the fertil-
ity that it now possesses, could scarcely
then have been expected. God has given
unto us this and many other favors, and
as a people we should wisely appropriate
them for the extension of the principles
of truth and righteousness.

I was very much pleased yesterday
with the remarks which were made
in relation to the principles of the


