
94 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

as our enemies single out individuals
as targets on whom to vent their wrath
and spleen. A blow openly aimed at
President Young, is secretly destined
against the whole people constituting
the Church over which he presides; any
attempt to proscribe or destroy him or
his brethren as individuals, because of
their influence or position among the
people, is so far indirectly an attempt to
proscribe and destroy the whole commu-
nity of which they are but members, and
every member of the community should,
and so far as guided by a proper sense
of justice and right, most assuredly does,
consider himself or herself personally as-
sailed and aggrieved by any such at-
tempts. How contemptible in the eyes of
this whole people, therefore, must they
be who rail against the Priesthood, and
at the same time make themselves so
conspicuously loud in their professions
of friendship to the masses. They leave
the covering of their designs too thin to
conceal their hypocrisy and their deter-
mined bitterness and enmity against the
people and the work of God.

A deacon in the Church should ex-
ercise the authority of that calling in
the Priesthood, and honor that posi-
tion as sincerely and faithfully as a
high Priest or an Apostle should his
calling, feeling that he bears a por-
tion of the responsibility of the king-
dom of God in the world, in common
with all his brethren. Every man should
feel in his heart the necessity of doing
his part in the great latter-day work.
All should seek to be instrumental in
rolling it forth. More especially is it the
duty of everyone who possesses any por-

tion of the authority of the Holy Priest-
hood to magnify and honor that calling,
and nowhere can we begin to do so to
better advantage than right here, within
ourselves, and when we have cleansed
the inside of the platter, cleansed our
own hearts, by correcting our own lives,
fixed our minds upon doing our whole
duty towards God, and man, we will be
prepared to wield an influence for good
in the family circle, in society, and in all
the walks of life.

We should seek to do, and to be, good.
It is true that Jesus says there is none
good but one, that is God; we must ac-
cept this in the fullest sense of the word,
but there are other degrees of goodness,
so that we may be good, righteous, and
even perfect in our spheres, as God is
good, righteous, or perfect in his exalted
and glorious sphere. These excellent
qualities of mind and soul should gov-
ern our lives in the midst of our fami-
lies and neighbors, among our brethren
of the household of faith, and in all our
intercourse with mankind, that we may
win souls from error, ignorance, folly and
crime, to God and his Christ, and help
them to stand until they become strong
in the faith, and thus become saviors
of men upon Mount Zion, worthy of the
name of our God.

May the Lord bless you and all Is-
rael, and especially his aged servant who
stands at our head, and his associates in
counsel, the loved face of one of whom,
on looking round, I find gone from our
midst, but his lifelong example still lives
with us, and will live forever. Amen.


