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about had we ourselves not been victims
beforehand. But I think that God in his
mercy will strip us if there be any ves-
tige of this about us; I hope he will, at
any rate. If we achieve the destiny that
is in store for us, certainly to maintain
that character and to retain that power,
it will be necessary that we should be
just, upright, forbearing, and tolerant,
and that we should be willing that ev-
ery man in this broad land should wor-
ship God according to the dictates of his
own conscience, whether his god be the
workmanship of his own hands, whether
it be the sun, the moon, some animal, or
the God of heaven, with Jesus his Son,
that we shall be willing that every man
should worship God according to his own
feelings upon the subject, so long as he
does not interfere with us, or with oth-
ers. I think we have learned this lesson
in part. I think the lessons that have
been impressed upon us have had an ef-
fect in this direction, at least they have
had the effect to broaden us; and every
lesson of this kind will have such a re-
sult as this with us as a people, and on
this account I am thankful for them.

I am thankful today that we are
not a State. There have been times
when I have wished exceedingly that
we might be released from territorial
vassalage and be incorporated in the
Union as a sovereign state. I have de-
sired, and labored for it; but this last
winter I have been exceedingly thank-
ful that Utah was a territory and not
a state. We are told to acknowledge
the hand of God in all things, and I
do not see why we should not acknowl-
edge it in being kept in this condition
of tutelage and vassalage as well as in
anything else. But it may be asked—
"Why do you think our condition bet-
ter as a territory than as a state?"
When I heard of events in Louisiana,

the federal troops maintaining a gov-
ernment there, against which I was in-
formed, and as I believed, the mass of the
people revolted, I thought to myself—
Better be an insignificant territory than
a state if we cannot have the right
of choosing our own rulers and have
them act in the offices to which they
are elected. Thanks to our insignifi-
cance federal troops have not interfered
with us here; but if we had been a
State, with two votes in the Senate, a
vote or two in the House, and electoral
votes in the Presidential Election there
might have been a temptation to have
done with Utah as with other states.
But we had no vote; our delegate in
Congress had no vote; we had no sen-
atorial representation; we had no vote
at the Presidential Election, and this
denial to us of our rights, by keeping
us in a Territorial condition, has thus
far helped to save us. With such a
feeling as there has been in this city
and territory, for contesting elections,
when they have been overwhelmingly on
one side—twenty thousand and upward
against two or three thousand; when
men will contest elections under such
circumstances, and endeavor by unjust
means to wrest the power out of the
hands of the people and defeat the will
of the majority; when they will do this,
as has been done in this Territory, it
would not need a very strong pretext to
have them to go farther, to have them
appeal for Federal interference, and to
try and induce the government to say—
"Those whom you call the minority are
the majority, they have been unjustly
dealt with; affidavits have come here
showing that the polls have not been
managed properly, the ballots have not
been deposited as they should be, and we
must decide against you "Mormons" and
the men whom you have elected, and put


