THE SAINTS HAVE THE PRIESTHOOD, ETC.

they are compelled to grope their way.

Now, what is necessary in building up
the kingdom of God on the earth? We are
not talking about building up his king-
dom in some far-off realm, away

"Beyond the bounds of time and
space Where human mind can never
trace The Saints' secure abode,"

as our sectarian brethren sing about. I
do not understand this to be the work
of the Saints of God upon the earth at
all. I understand that the kingdoms
of this world are to become the king-
doms of our Lord and his Christ, just
so soon as the God of heaven finds a
people who will be obedient to his law.
Well, what is necessary then? Why, in
the first place there must be a people to
govern, and a king to rule over them.
It takes that much anyhow to consti-
tute a kingdom. The people must have
a place to dwell. They must have land,
streams of water, valleys, mountains,
ranges, grass, timber, rock, canyons and
everything we find here on the earth, the
elements with which it is covered and
surrounded, and which are found in its
depths in order to obtain a sustenance.
All these things are necessary in any
kingdom. The people want houses to live
in, orchards for fruit, also vegetables;
they want land susceptible of irrigation
and cultivation, cattle, horses, carriages,
wagons, vehicles to transport things in
and to do business. All these things
are necessary in building up the king-
dom of God. There must also be schools,
Temples and cities built to the name of
the Most High, according as he shall di-
rect. It is necessary to build Temples
that we may attend to the ordinances for
those who have gone before, for millions
of them have lived according to the best
light they had, and they were moral and
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exemplary all the days of their lives, and
did all the good they could. Without
Temples they could not have the privi-
lege and opportunity of being officiated
for in the ordinances of the Gospel of sal-
vation devised by our Father in heaven
before the world was organized. This
plan of salvation was devised before this
earth was organized and made habitable
for the children of men to dwell on, away
in the eternities back, "when the morn-
ing stars sang together, and all the sons
of God shouted for joy," if you know when
that was. We have to obey that plan of
salvation here in our earthly probation
in order that we may have the privilege
of going back into the presence of God.
We need not go to tinkering that plan
of salvation, for we cannot make it any
better if we do. The world have been
doing so ever since men came to dwell
upon the earth. But I do not see that
they have done anything to improve it.
God's plan of saving his sons and daugh-
ters stands just the same today as it was
in the beginning, and it will continue so
through a never-ending eternity. I am
not aware that God ever asked us here
to help to devise a plan for our own sal-
vation, I never heard of any such thing.
He had the right to do it himself and
he did it, and it is for mankind to re-
ceive it if they choose to do so; and if
they do choose so to do it is nobody's
business, they have that power if they
have a mind to; and other people have
a right to believe in and embrace man-
made systems and to hold on to them if
they choose to do so, and it is none of our
business any more than it is theirs if we
choose to obey the plan the Lord has re-
vealed. We are on an equal footing in
regard to this matter, and all we ask is
hands off and show us fair play, the same
as we are willing to extend unto you,



