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his holy name, wherein we may receive
the blessings of time and eternity, both
for the living and the dead. It becomes
us, then, to enquire how we may best set
ourselves about this great work; we must
find out the design of our Father concern-
ing us, and to do this we must have com-
munication with him, and we must live
so that we can have the Holy Spirit to
direct our minds, and to qualify us the
better for the performance of the duties
which devolve upon us. The channel has
been opened between the heavens and
the earth by which we may learn the
mind and will of our Father concerning
us. But when we have learned that, it is
our business to go to and unflinchingly
carry out and accomplish that which he
requires of us according to our best skill
and ability.

Is it necessary that we should obey
the principles of the gospel, which we
are told is the power of God unto salva-
tion? I think that no one will deny that.
We must repent, we must be baptized
for the remission of sins, receive the ad-
ministration of hands for the reception of
the Holy Ghost, and then go on with the
light of the Spirit, having received the
testimony of the truth of the work, and
maintain that work against every oppos-
ing obstacle. What is a man good for who
flies the track the very moment an ob-
stacle presents itself in his way? Such a
man will not obtain salvation and exalta-
tion in the presence of God; he who does
that must be unflinching in the path of
duty.

Is God ever going to establish his
kingdom and bring to pass his pur-
poses on the earth? All believers in
Christianity say so, and they all pre-
tend to believe it; but when will it
be? As soon as the Lord Jesus finds
a people who are willing to take upon
them his name, and will follow him

through evil as well as through good re-
port, and who, if need be, will even go
to death in the maintaining of the prin-
ciples of truth upon the earth. Just as
soon as he finds a people who will be
united and will not sift their ways to
strangers, but will hold that which he
bestows upon them for him and for his
kingdom, will he establish that kingdom
upon the earth. What right has a Latter-
day Saint, who has taken upon himself
the name of God and has enlisted un-
der King Emanuel's banner, to strew the
blessings he receives from God to the
wicked. Are they given to him for that
purpose? No, they are given him to use
for the building up of the kingdom of God
upon the earth. It is said, and we pro-
fess to believe it, that the kingdoms of
this world are to become the kingdom of
our Lord and of his Christ, and that that
kingdom and its fulness shall be given to
the Saints of the Most High. It is not to
be given to the wicked, or to a people who
will hand it over to the wicked as fast as
the Lord hands it over to them. We may
as well learn this lesson today as at any
other time. The blessings of the Lord are
not bestowed upon the Latter-day Saints
to be placed by them in the hands of
the wicked. When could the Lord es-
tablish his purposes with a people who
will act in that way? Never in the world.
The time will come and is now hasten-
ing when the people of God will not be
a dependent people, that is, dependent
upon the outside world; of course they
will always be dependent upon the Lord,
but the day will come when they, un-
der the blessing of heaven, will be an
entirely self-sustaining people, and the
Lord is ready and willing, as he ever
has been and ever will be, to sustain
the efforts of his people in this direc-
tion. They must put forth their hands to


