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recipients of the authority of the holy
priesthood, to stand in holy places and
to administer in the ordinances of the
house of God, that once again upon this
earth his authority and kingdom may
be established, and holy and righteous
principles and the institutions of high
heaven have a place. We are the honored
instruments, or may be so, of being co-
workers with God, and he will through
us his servants, his children, bring to
pass his purposes if we will let him. This
is a great, glorious and holy calling, and
it is a happy thing for us to be born in
a day and generation when these things
are coming forth, for we can thus have
part and lot in this matter. It is no
joke or fantasy, no matter of mere en-
thusiasm, to rise in one's mind for a few
days, weeks or months and then dissi-
pate away into thin air; but it is our high
duty and privilege, as long as we live, to
bear off these principles that have been
revealed, and to sustain and uphold the
institutions of heaven, and that author-
ity through and by which the mind and
will of God our Father are made known
unto us upon the earth.

This work commenced small. Great
and glorious instructions were given
to a few in the commencement, and
through the blessing of the Almighty
they have been sent forth to the na-
tions of the earth and, in obedience
thereunto, a great people, in compar-
ison with what the church was origi-
nally, have gathered to these mountains,
and the work of the Lord has contin-
ued to grow and increase, taking root
downward and bearing fruit upward. It
is true that many have undertaken to
run the gospel race and have faltered
and fainted by the wayside, still the
work has progressed and has been on-
ward and upward until the present time;
and during the forty-five years of its ex-

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

istence upon the earth this church and
kingdom has never seen a day or an hour
that it has not been growing and becom-
ing greater in the earth, in numbers as
well as in intelligence, for the stream
of light from heaven has not been with-
drawn or cut short, but has continued to
flow to the minds of the children of men,
bearing testimony to the hearts of the
honest, and elevating them in the scale
of human existence. I take pleasure in
bearing this testimony, knowing that it
is true, and also knowing that the great
desire among God's people here in Zion
is to sustain and bear off the principles
of truth and righteousness in the earth.

We are here for this express purpose,
and to avoid the evils and judgments
which are abroad in the earth. Are the
judgments of God abroad in the earth?
They are, and the word of the Lord to
his Saints is—"Come out of her, O my
people, that ye be not partakers of her
sins, that ye receive not of her plagues."
This was spoken centuries ago, but it
is specially applicable to us, and to the
work of God in the last days. But if
we do not divest ourselves of the sins of
the world, have we any assurance that
we shall escape the plagues and judg-
ments of the Almighty? By no means.
We gather up to these mountains that
we may not be partakers of her sins.
This is the appointed place where God
can work with his people on the earth;
and in order that he may be able to do
so effectually it is necessary that we di-
vest ourselves of every evil, stand before
God blameless, and become united as the
heart of one man in sustaining the cause
of Zion. The responsibility of building
up this kingdom rests in a manner upon
us, who have taken upon us the name
of the Most High. We have gathered
together that we may build Temples to



