CONGRESS AND THE SAINTS, ETC.

as though you could travel the earth over
to obtain such precious blessings? I sup-
pose there are scores in this congrega-
tion today who have had such feelings,
they have felt as though it would be
the greatest boon that could be bestowed
upon them to have the gift of the Holy
Ghost, and the various gifts thereof that
were bestowed upon and enjoyed by the
ancient Saints. God has bestowed these
blessings upon us; he has revealed unto
us the truth; he has shown unto us how
we can obtain a remission of our sins,
and in accordance with his word deliv-
ered eighteen hundred years ago by his
Son Jesus and by his Apostles, that if we
believe in Jesus, if we repent of our sins
and are baptized for their remission, we
shall receive the Holy Ghost.

These blessings have been promised
to and bestowed upon us; the Church
has been organized in its ancient pu-
rity and simplicity, with Prophets, Apos-
tles, Teachers, Pastors, Evangelists and
all the officers which existed in ancient
days. Is not this a blessing which people
should appreciate? This has been given
unto us, and we have been guided by the
spirit of revelation and prophecy. There
has not been one moment since I have
known this Church that we have not had
revelation to guide us, and it has been
all of a character that we could under-
stand. It has not been some man who
was operating over the people, speaking
in muttered tones as an oracle to the peo-
ple, so that they could scarcely compre-
hend what he meant; but it has been in
plainness and simplicity, so that every
man and every woman in this Church
has been appealed to go and ask God for
themselves, and they have had an op-
portunity of knowing for themselves con-
cerning the truth of the doctrines taught
and of the counsel that has been given.
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This constitutes the great strength of
this work, and how we ought to appre-
ciate the blessings which God has be-
stowed upon us in this respect.

Now if we were left without any tes-
timony of our own, and had to receive
the ipse dixit of some man in authority,
and to act blindly upon that, it would be
very different, it would require a much
greater degree of faith than we have to
exercise at the present time. But how
was it in the days of Joseph? Was there a
doctrine taught which was not accompa-
nied by the testimony of the Spirit to the
minds of the people? Certainly not. How
has it been in the days of the Prophet
Brigham? It has been the same. When
the servants of God proclaimed that God
had established his Church, that he had
restored the everlasting Priesthood and
its ordinances, they were told to go and
ask God for themselves, and they had an
opportunity of testing the truth of that
which was taught unto them, and there
was no chance for imposture.

Many think that the people called
Latter-day Saints are a deluded, igno-
rant set, led by cunning priestly lead-
ers, who exercise power over them be-
cause of their shrewdness and ability,
and that the people are a blind herd led
at the will of these shrewd deceivers.
We know that this is not the case. We
know that the most frequent appeals
that have been made to the Latter-day
Saints have been to investigate for them-
selves and to know for themselves. When
we started out from Illinois and trav-
eled over these plains, were we following
President Young because he said, "Come
on?" Were we striking out blindly into
the wilderness, hoping that he would
find some place, and trusting to his
sagacity and shrewdness? Certainly
not, that was not the feeling; but every



