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Saints should have so little strength of
character, and so easily yield to these
wicked influences. Do you think that
anybody respects a man who takes a
course of this kind? Certainly not, yet
there are some who think they gain re-
spect by so doing. Let me say to you that
a wicked man, a man who is unchaste
and unvirtuous, has no respect for a man
who is like himself. A man who is pro-
fane will admire a man who will not in-
dulge in profanity. You never saw a man
who was a drunkard and who indulged
in the use of intoxicating drinks who did
not admire the man who refrained from
their use. He may banter and ridicule
him, but in his secret soul he admires
him; and so it is with all evil habits, and
I would not give a fig for a Latter-day
Saint who could not in the midst of all
these temptations, be sincere and true to
his convictions and live the religion that
God has revealed to him; such men are
not worthy of the name, and sooner or
later they will lose the name and their
standing and place in the Church. I
knew, so far as my experience has gone,
that men respect sincerity. Men despise
Latter-day Saints who do not act consis-
tently with the principles they profess,
while, whatever a man's religion may be,
he will command respect in proportion
as he clings to and honors the principles
which he professes, under all circum-
stances under which he may be placed.
The Lord is working with us as well
as with the nation, and I feel sure he
will cleanse from our midst everything
that is impure and ungodly. I expect that
we shall have ordeals that will cleanse
everything of this character from our
midst, and that everything that can be
shaken will be. In former days we had
mobs to contend with, and other diffi-
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culties that were trying to the faith of the
people, and those who were not grounded
on the rock fell by the way. If they could
be frightened, or if threats or difficult
circumstances could affect them or their
faith, why, of course, they dissolved their
connection with the Church. But I rather
think the day of mobs has gone by. We
certainly have been led to expect that the
time will come when we shall be deliv-
ered from the power of mobocracy. What
then will be the means of trying the peo-
ple? Probably prosperity, good circum-
stances, the increase of wealth, the ef-
fects of which are far more trying on
a people than poverty. The influences
which attend wealth and comfortable cir-
cumstances will probably have the same
effect on the people in cleansing from our
midst that which is unsound, as moboc-
racy and the difficult circumstances con-
nected with it had in former days. But
I never expect to see the day when the
Latter-day Saints will be free from in-
fluences which will test their fidelity to
God, and be a means of removing from
their midst that which is unworthy to be
associated with his Church. That is my
feeling, and has been for a long time, and
I believe that God is causing us to pass
through these circumstances expressly
to test, prove and try us, and see whether
we will be true to him or not.

He has revealed to us the everlasting
Gospel; the everlasting Gospel! the truth
as it is contained in this book (Bible);
he has taught us what to do in order
to gain favor in his sight. How many
of you who are here today have seen
the time in your early life when, if you
could have known that God would be-
stow upon you the gifts of his Holy Spirit
as they were enjoyed in ancient days by
his servants, you would not have felt



